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From	the	Editor’s	Desk…	
We	sKll	have	Kme	for	a	few	great	drives	before	the	rain	dampens	everyone’s	spirits.	It	looks	nice	outside	as	I	write	
this	but	a	cyclone	bomb	is	arriving	tonight	which	will	bring	wind	gusts	to	60	kph	and	a	whole	lot	of	rain.	AQer	that	
passes	through,	the	meteorologists	are	promising	some	sunny	days	so	the	top-down	driving	is	not	over	yet!	

There	are	some	interesKng	items	in	this	month’s	Morgan	Link.	Chris	Allen	has	shared	a	project	he	did	creaKng	a	
wheel	cover	for	his	Plus	8.	Susan	Blake	won	the	Sea	to	Sky	photo	contest	for	best	Scenic	photo.	Jacques	Gallien	has	
supplied	me	with	a	number	of	ads	and	magazine	covers	with	Morgans	with	permission	of	Johan	Van	den	Heuval	
from	his	collecKon.	I	will	share	those	with	you	over	the	coming	ediKons.	Don	Morgan	has	wri]en	the	second	part	of	
the	story	of	the	purchase	of	his	Plus	8,	which	includes	an	issue	both	he	and	I	had	with	the	tax	man!	Lorne	Goldman	
has	supplied	the	second	part	of	his	arKcle	on	the	Morgan	SLRs.	Machiel	Kalf	has	shown	us	how	history	can	be	
changed	or	erased	by	somebody	who	has	a	falling	out	with	another	person	and	
erases	their	contribuKon.	Keeping	with	the	coupe	theme,	Alistair	Crooks	has	
submi]ed	an	arKcle	on	the	Mercedes-Benz	30	SLRs	and	another	story	on	Denis	
Jenkinson	who	raced	the	M-B	300	SLR	with	SKrling	Moss.		

I	am	sKll	looking	for	more	“On	the	Road”	photos,	a	paragraph	or	two	of	what	is	
happening	in	your	garage,	with	a	photo	or	two,	member	profiles,	stories	on	how	you	
got	into	Morgans,	a	story	about	your	Morgan,	how	to	fix	something,	or	???	
SomeKmes	you	just	run	across	something	that	you	want	to	share	with	somebody	
else.	We	can	probably	use	that	idea!	

Is	it	fair	to	use	a	snowblower	to	get	rid	of	your	leaves	into	neighbour’s	yards?	
Happy	reading	and	safe	driving!	
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SubmiFng	Material	for	PublicaJon:		Email	content	to	the	above	address.		Deadline:	10th	of	the	month	of	publicaKon	or	by	special	
arrangement	from	the	editor.	Ask	for	an	extension,	you	will	most	likely	get	it!	

Submissions	by	email	preferred.	Text	should	be	in	.doc,	.docx,	.txt,	or	.ri	formats.	Pdf	files	would	need	to	allow	full	access	to	change	
content.	Photos	should	be	sent	in	as	high	a	resoluKon	as	possible.	Send	photos	separate	from	arKcles.	The	Editor	reserves	the	right	to	
edit	material	for	style,	content,	relevance,	collegiality,	spelling,	grammar,	length,	and	appropriateness	for	the	Morgan	Link.	

AdverJsing:		Limited	non-commercial	adverKsing	is	free	to	members.	Commercial	adverKsing	is	available	at	a	cost	of	$25	for	a	business	
card	size	for	one	year.	Business	card	size	is	approximately	1/8th	of	a	page.	Larger	ads	are	accepted	at	-	Full	page	-	$200,	half	page	$100,	
and	1/4	page	is	$50	per	year	for	the	number	of	issues	be	publish	(8-12).	

Disclaimer:		While	we	make	an	effort	to	ensure	that	material	presented	in	the	Morgan	Link	is	accurate,	neither	PACMOG,	nor	its	
directors,	or	the	authors	can	be	held	responsible	for	any	inaccuracy	or	error	in	any	arKcle	or	adverKsement.	It	is	up	to	the	readers	to	
saKsfy	themselves	that	any	technical	or	other	advice,	soluKon,	method,	material,	product	or	service	is	right	for	them	and	their	vehicle.		

Respectfully,                                                   
Steve Blake
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We	have	not	had	many	meeKngs,	actually	none	for	a	couple	
months.	It	is	nice	when	there	are	no	issues	to	solve	or	work	
to	be	done.	I	would	like	to	give	my	thanks	to	all	of	those	
people	who	contribute	to	the	club	by	wriKng	or	submiqng	
arKcles	to	the	Morgan	Link,	use	the	PacMOG	website,	submit	
photos	to	the	Snapshot	Contest,	look	aQer	the	website,	
account	for	our	money,	make	new	members	welcome,	
communicate	to	our	members,	liaise	with	members	further	
away,	organize	events,	look	aQer	our	regalia,	take	the	
minutes	at	meeKngs,	provide	me	with	sage	advice,	and	a	
myriad	of	other	things	that	go	unnoKced	to	the	majority	of	
the	club	membership.	To	all	of	you,	I	give	a	hearty	thank	you	
because	without	you	we	would	not	have	a	club.	

We	are	in	need	of	a	club	secretary.	The	job	is	not	difficult	and	
you	will	be	trained.	We	have	about	3	directors’	meeKngs	a	
year	plus	the	AGM.	The	secretary	needs	to	type	up	the	
agenda,	the	minutes	of	the	meeKng,	prepare	the	package	for	
the	AGM	and	a	few	other	li]le	tasks.	Steve	Hutchens	is	no	
longer	able	to	do	the	job,	so	Susan	Blake	is	returning	to	the	
Secretary	posiKon	unKl	the	AGM.	She	would	like	to	train	a	
new	person	and	if	you	could	do	this	she	will	work	with	you	to	
make	it	very	easy.	Please	give	some	careful	consideraKon	to	
helping	the	club	with	this	task.		

Remember	a	number	of	us	are	geqng	long	in	the	tooth	and	
have	sat	on	the	Board	since	the	incepKon	of	the	club.	We	
need	new	blood.	Please	consider	stepping	forward	to	take	on	
a	posiKon.	If	re-elected,	I	will	be	in	my	final	year	of	eligibility	
to	be	the	Chairman.	Somebody	will	need	to	step	up.	I	sat	off	
the	Board	for	a	year	to	give	others	a	chance.	How	did	I	end	
up	back	here?	It	must	be	really	fun!	Let	us	know	if	you	are	
interested.	We	promise	it	won’t	be	a	lot	of	work.	

Please	join	me	in	welcoming	our	new	members	below.	

Stay	safe!	

PACMOG	Directors

Chair,	Editor	

Steve	Blake	

sblake@telus.net

Vice	Chair,	Webmaster				
Tom	Morris	

tomm8847@telus.net

Events																								
Ken	Miles	
kengmiles@telus.net

Communications																						
Chris	Brunt-Tompsett	

cabt@shaw.ca	

Island	and	Inland	
Liaison																						
Jane	Cowan	
janecowan@shaw.ca	

Treasurer																											
Pat	Miles	

pat_miles@hotmail.com	

Membership,	Regalia		
Brian	Nixon	

nixon.b@outlook.com

Report	from	the	ExecuKve-	October	2021	
By	Steve	Blake,	Chair

New	Members	

John	and	Jo-Ann	McNulty	
1978	Plus	8	

1966	Plus	4	CompeKKon	

David	McCrossan	and	Jacqueline	Van	Es	
1969	Morgan	Plus	8	
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																									Cover	Photo	Credit:		
This	month’s	cover	photo	was	taken	by	Steve	Blake	of	
new	member,	John	McNulty’s	1966	Morgan	Plus	4	
CompeKKon	at	Qualicum	Beach.

Contributors	
Thank	you	to	the	following	people	for	contribuKng	
arKcles,	photos,	or	ideas	to	make	the	ML	a	success.	

Susan	Blake,	Dave	Doroghy,	Ken	Miles,	Pat	Leask,	Andrew	
Smith,	Pat	Miles,	Lorne	Goldman,	Tom	Morris,	James	
Gilbert	(MMC),	Alistair	Crooks,			Frank	Gruen,	ValenKn	
Tanase,	Jacques	Gallien,		Gary	Bell,	Jeff	Kemper,	Don	
Morgan,	Jeremy	Taylor,	Chris	Allen,	Machiel	Kalf,	Terry	
Shea,	Doug	Barofsky,	Ron	Akehurst,	Chris	Okula,	Howard	
Jewell,	Roger	Mulloy,	Woof	CreaKve	Photography,	Brian	
Moody	

PACMOG	is	affiliated	with:	

The	Morgan	Sports	Car	Club	(MSCC)	UK	
The	Morgan	Sports	Car	Club	of	Canada	
The	Morgan	Historic	Register	
BriKsh	Car	Council	Inc.	

Insured	through	CG	&B	Group	Insurance	
Markham,	ON		L6G	1C3	

PACMOG	ConsJtuJon:	

The	 purpose	 of	 the	 society	 is	 to	 encourage	 the	
restoraKon,	preservaKon	and	enjoyment	of	all	Morgan	
Motor	 Company	 vehicles.	 The	 group	 will	 foster	
communicaKon,	cooperaKon,	educaKon	and	recreaKon	
among	 all	 members	 by	 holding	 regular	 monthly	
meeKngs	 as	 well	 as	 drives,	 social	 events,	 shows	 and	
other	events	related	to	cars.	By	doing	this	we	can	enjoy	
the	 company	 of	 other	 enthusiasts	 and	 share	 our	
passion	 with	 members	 of	 the	 public	 as	 well	 as	
PACMOG	members.

Non-voKng	member	a]ending	
Board	MeeKngs	as	Secretary	

Susan	Blake	
susanblake@telus.net			

mailto:susanblake@telus.net
mailto:susanblake@telus.net
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On	the	Road!	

This	secKon	highlights	Morgan	cars	spo]ed	on	the	road	or	parked	in	scenic	locaKons.		
Send	in	your	photos!	

Above:	David	McCrossan’s	new	Morgan	Plus	8	being	picked	up	in	Calgary		

Below:	Morgan’s	new	Morgan	Plus	Four	CX-T	-	(CarfecKons	photo)	
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Our	Belgian	friend,	Jacques	Gallien	taking	“On	the	Road”	to	heart!	

Jeff	Kemper’s	co-pilot,	Heidi,	in	their	Morgan	3	Wheeler	(thanks	to	Just	BriKsh	On-Line)
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Susan	Blake	Wins	Photo	Contest	

We	are	pleased	to	announce	that	Susan	Blake	finished	in	First	Place	in	the	Best	Scenic	Photo	and	Second	Place	in	
the	Best	Car	Photo	at	last	month’s	Silk	Cat	Sea	to	Sky	Rally.	I	am	very	proud	of	how	Susan	has	improved	in	her	
photography	skills	and	she	is	really	deserving	of	these	awards.	CongratulaKons!	
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A	Tale	of	Two	Morgans,	the	Sequel	

By	Don	Morgan	
Some	Kme	ago	in	August	2020,	I	bought	a	Morgan	from	a	dealer	in	California,	sight	unseen,	except	for	the	photos	
in	the	ad.		I	was	buying	a	1989	Plus	8	with	a	3.9	liter	fuel-injected	motor.		When	it	crossed	the	border	and	I	picked	
it	up	in	Chilliwack,	it	was	beauKful.		I	was	grinning	from	ear	to	ear.		But	the	paperwork	said	it	was	a	1969	model	
with	a	VIN	of	7033.		I	phoned	the	dealer	and	he	said,	"Don't	worry,	some	cars	had	the	VIN	changed	to	elude	the	
American	PolluKon	LegislaKon.”	

It	was	clearly	too	wide	a	body	for	1969,	had	a	5-speed	gear	box	and	locking	glove	box,	so	I	knew	it	must	be	
younger.		More	inspecKon...the	motor	is	a	3.5	liter	with	9.35	compression	with	carbureKon.		On	the	edge	of	the	
door	is	a	17-digit	VIN	label	from	ISIS	Imports,	so	it	was	one	of	Bill	Finks'	imports	that	he	converted	to	propane	
and	then	marketed	in	1987.		

A	phone	call	and	a	few	emails	to	Morgan	Motor	Company	in	Malvern,	UK.	Despite	it	being	Covid-Kme,	with	
reduced	staff	and	no	archivist,	they	were	able	to	idenKfy	my	car	as	being	Chassis	number	9745.	It	was	shipped	
from	England	to	Isis	Imports	on	November	28,	1986.		So,	my	car	was	not	a	1989	with	a	3.9-liter	engine	as	
adverKsed	at	all.				

It	wasn't	the	car	as	adverKsed,	but	I	love	it	anyway!		It	is	young	enough	to	have	Cuprinol-treated	wood,	is	all	
aluminum	except	for	the	bulkhead	and	radiator	surround,	so	is	a	"lightbody"	model.	I	have	avoided	the	rot	and	
rust	problems	that	some	cars	develop.		

A	few	months	later	in	producKon,	the	cars	were	given	fuel	injecKon.		My	car	originally	came	with	twin	Stromberg	
carburetors	having	about	150	hp,	but	down	stateside	it	took	a	different	path.		AQer	18	years	fueled	by	propane,	
the	second	owner	had	it	converted	back	to	gasoline	in	2005.	The	company	who	did	the	conversion	put	on	
Edelbrock	performance	intake	and	exhaust	manifolds,	a	four-barrel	Edelbrock	carburetor	and	a	racing	cam.		I'm	
not	sure	of	the	horsepower,	but	as	the	saying	goes,	it's	"adequate"!	



The	Morgan	Link �9 October	2021

Through	this	Covid	winter,	I	had	lots	of	Kme	to	spend	on	my	Morgan.	I	cleaned	34	years	of	grime	and	
grease	off	using	about	eight	liters	of	Spray	Nine.	StarKng	at	the	back,	I	found	the	gas	tank	was	leaking	
from	the	bo]om	of	the	filling	hose	where	it	joined	the	tank.	This	was	because	the	people	who	converted	
the	car	back	to	gasoline	put	the	tank	in	backwards,	with	the	sloping	side	forward.	The	filling	hoses	then	
had	to	do	a	wicked	S	turn	to	reach	the	tank.	The	stress	of	this	broke	the	flange	the	hose	a]aches	to.		
When	filling	the	tank,	fuel	would	run	across	the	top	of	the	tank	and	onto	the	pavement	below.		Yikes!	
AQer	reversing	the	tank,	which	was	just	supported	by	two	metal	plates	off	the	frame	on	each	side,	I	put	a	
full	width	plywood	support	under	the	tank	and	new	almost	straight	filler	hoses.	

The	seats,	once	removed,	have	1986	stamped	on	the	bo]om	rails.		The	slings	under	the	seats	had	torn,	
so	I	had	those	replaced.		

The	glove	box	door	was	delaminated.	I	glued	that	by	squirKng	a	two-part	epoxy	in	and	clamping	it	to	the	
work	bench...to	find	it	was	glued	to	the	workbench,	too...but	I	was	able	to	cut	it	free.		The	inside	of	the	
glove	box	door	was	signed	by	Charles	Morgan	at	a	Concours	meet	in	California	in	2010	and	has	a	blue	
medalion.		This,	I	sealed	in	with	seven	coats	of	Varathane.	

I	took	apart	the	console,	changed	the	gearbox	oil	and	greased	the	front	U-joint.	Then	I	cleaned	the	
gearshiQ	linkage	and	hand	brake	ratchet.	I	have	a	three-part	speedo	cable,	which	doesn't	seem	right.	The	
central	part	is	a	relay	that	has	wiring	to	connect	to	an	Engine	Control	Unit	that	doesn't	exist	on	my	car.	
The	speedo	was	a	bit	wobbly	at	low	speeds,	which	I	now	find	is	not	uncommon,	but	I	fiddled	with	it	and	
made	it	not	work	at	all!	I	fixed	that	with	a	universal	cable	for	$11.00,	so	I	hope	it	lasts.	

(Photos	submi]ed	by	Don	Morgan)	
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Up	front,	there	was	some	rust	on	the	bulkhead,	so	I	took	all	the	electrics	off	and	sanded	and	painted	it.	
The	electric	fan	had	a	broken	upper	bracket,	so	that	when	it	was	running,	it	sucked	itself	forward	to	
scrape	on	the	radiator.		Fixed	that.	

I	have	rack	and	pinion	steering,	another	change	that	came	soon	before	my	car	was	built.		The	boot	on	the	
leQ	end	had	been	sheered	off,	so	I	had	to	clean	and	replace	that.		The	ball	joint	boots	were	also	shredded,	
so	those	were	taken	apart,	cleaned,	and	new	boots	installed.	

Now	the	carburetor.		It	just	wasn't	right.		Hesitated	off	the	line	and	at	moderate	speed	would	stumble	and	
not	power	up,	in	fact	would	not	rev	above	about	3500.		Cylinder	compressions	were	all	very	good,	about	
165	psi.		The	vacuum	was	zero	on	one	nipple	and	17	psi	on	the	other.		My	distributor	likes	to	run	with	no	
vacuum.		The	automaKc	choke	ran	at	about	2500	rpm	and	stayed	on	too	long.		Fixed	that,	and	then	
adjusted	the	idle	speed	and	idle	mixture	screws.	I	downloaded	the	on-line	manual	and	watched	lots	of	u-
tube	videos	to	de-mysKfy	carburetors.	Then,	I	took	the	top	off	the	carburetor	and	replaced	all	the	
gaskets,	the	accelerator	pump	and	cleaned	the	li]le	accelerator	jets.	The	floats	were	set	wrong,	too.	Now,	
there	is	no	more	hesitaKon	off	the	start.	It	sKll	has	a	problem	under	heavy	load	acceleraKng	up	a	hill,	like	
it	is	short	of	fuel.	The	fuel	pressure	at	the	carb	intake	is	6	psi,	which	is	correct,	but	I'm	not	sure	if	the	flow	
is	adequate.	I	will	change	the	jets,	step	up	springs	and	metering	rods	next	to	get	a	leaner	mix	as	the	plugs	
and	exhaust	are	sooty.	

My	car	is	not	in	showroom	or	concours	condiKon,	but	it	does	have	the	original	engine,	the	original	solid	
aluminum	wheel	rims,	the	original	upholstery,	the	original	dashboard,	and	the	original	Jaguar	Opalescent	
silver	paint,	all	in	great	condiKon.	

Now	about	the	ficKKous	VIN.		I	didn't	want	to	keep	the	registraKon	as	a	car	20	years	older	than	it	is.		AQer	
calling	ICBC	to	change	the	record	back	to	the	17	digit	VIN	Bill	Fink	had	a]ached	to	the	door	(Morgan	
Motors	were	not	using	the	internaKonal	17	digit	VINs	back	then),	I	was	told	it	had	to	be	the	Federal	
Registry	of	Imported	Vehicles	(RIV)	that	made	the	change,	so	I	called	them,	sent	a	few	photos	and	
documents,	and	in	two	days	they	had	corrected	the	registraKon	to	1S9AR02R0HS200745.	

Then,	I	go	back	to	ICBC	to	update	my	Insurance	and	RegistraKon	here	in	B.C.	and	get	the	run-around.	Why	
2	different	VINs?	How	do	we	know	it's	the	same	car	that	Bill	Fink	sold	into	the	market	from	where	you	
imported	it?	We	should	assign	you	a	third	totally	different	VIN.	We're	too	busy	to	process	this	
complicated	business.	Well,	aQer	three	months	of	having	no	insurance,	ICBC,	in	their	wisdom,	finally	sent	
me	an	enKrely	new	BC	17	digit	VIN.	I'm	on	the	road	again.																				

One	more	Caveat	Emptor.	When	I	imported	this	car,	I	paid	5%	GST	at	the	border,	and	then	7%	PST	when	I	
registered	it	with	ICBC.	I	have	just	be	reassessed	another	3%	PST	by	the	BC	consumer	TaxaKon	Branch,	so	
I	have	now	paid	15%	tax	on	this	used	vehicle.	

Editor's	Note:	I	also	received	a	le]er,	at	about	the	same	
Kme	as	Don,	requesKng	another	3%	tax	on	the	Morgan	I	
imported.	Seems	like	the	Ministry	of	Finance	and	the	
ICBC	computers	are	not	in	sync	with	each	other.	They	
leave	it	up	to	the	auditors	to	send	the	bad	news	that	you	
owe	them	more	money.	As	much	as	we	don't	like	it,	
because	the	car	came	from	out	of	the	country,	15%	is	
the	correct	total	GST	and	PST.	It	did	take	them	one	year	
to	discover	this	error.	I	guess	there	is	no	statue	of	
limitaKons	on	collecKng	tax!	
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In	Our	Garages	
By	Steve	Blake	

It	is	amazing	what	ideas	we	come	up	with	when	we	have	Kme	on	our	hands.	Many	of	us	have	taken	advantage	of	
Covid	Kme	to	do	projects	we	had	on	the	back	burner	and	to	get	to	the	bo]om	of	the	“Honey	Do”	list.	We	also	
had	Kme	to	actually	read	the	car	magazines	that	come	in	and	someKmes	that	means	we	get	an	idea	that	we	can	
consider.	Chris	Allen	took	advantage	of	this	Kme	to	follow	through	on	a	project	he	had	on	his	mind	for	some	Kme.	
New	Morgans	come	without	a	spare	Kre	to	keep	the	weight	down.	This	is	similar	to	most	cars	sold	nowadays.	The	
weight	savings	translates	into	improved	fuel	consumpKon	and	be]er	EPA	scores.	A	louvred	cover	is	fit	over	the	
“wheel	hole”.	

Chris	saw	the	wheel	hole	covers	on	Morgans	in	the	UK	as	well	as	in	magazines.	Known	affecKonately	by	Pam	as	
the	“bin	lid”,	Chris	set	out	to	make	one	for	his	1972	Morgan	Plus	8.	Unable	to	find	a	body	shop	with	the	correct	
size	presses	for	the	louvres,	he	contacted	Richard	Thorne,	a	Morgan	dealer	in	the	UK	for	help.	He	was	pointed	to	

VSM	Malvern	Ltd.	and	they	were	able	to	
make	the	aluminum	cover	for	Chris.	VSM	
is	run	by	Steve	Barnes	who	was	one	of	the	
fellows	in	the	Kn	shop	at	Morgan	and	
worked	along	with	our	Andrew	Smith.	

Three	weeks	later,	DHL	delivered	the	
cover	and	Chris	had	it	painted	to	match	
his	car.	It	can	be	taken	off	and	the	spare	
Kre	re-fi]ed	in	less	than	10	minutes.	The	
two	stainless	steel	screws	used	for	holding	
the	cover	in	place	would	then	be	screwed	
into	the	rivnuts	on	either	side	of	the	
wheel	hole	and	you	would	revert	to	the	
tradiKonal	look.		

There	is	even	room	behind	the	cover	to	
store	some	tools	or	spare	parts.	Great	
ingenuity!	

																																																																																			(Steve	Blake	photos)	
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A	Different	Drive	
By	Steve	Blake	

We	have	had	bad	luck	trying	to	do	our	drives	these	last	two	months.	September	was	canceled	due	to	low	signup	
and	October	has	been	postponed	due	to	very	rainy	weather.	Rain	or	shine	we	will	be	driving	in	the	OECC	London	
to	Brighton	CommemoraKve	Run	on	November	7	and,	hopefully,	we	will	find	another	day	in	November	to	get	our	
October	drive	in.	In	the	meanKme,	at	least	one	drive	did	take	place	in	October	with	some	of	our	club	members,	so	
I	will	tell	you	about	it.		

From	October	4-7,	2021,	the	Tea	and	Crumpet	Society,	a	group	of	owners	of	pre-war	cars,	did	a	drive	on	
Vancouver	Island.	We	took	various	BC	Ferries	to	Nanaimo	and	met	at	the	Black	Goose	Inn	for	lunch	to	start	our	
journey.	Members	from	PacMOG	included	Steve	and	Susan	Blake,	Colin	and	Laurel	Gurnsey,	and	our	newest	
member,	John	McNulty.	Our	cars	included	2	Derby	Bentleys,	a	Bugaq,	a	Lagonda,	a	Rolls-Royce,	an	Alvis,	and	our	
1937	Chevrolet	Pickup	Truck.	These	7	did	the	full	trip	and	some	others	joined	us	for	part	of	the	Kme	and	they	
were	in	a	Morgan,	a	Morris	Traveller,	a	Citroen	2CV,	an	MG	VA	and	two	other	Bentleys.	

Our	drive	took	us	to	Campbell	River	where	we	stayed	two	nights	at	Painter’s	Lodge.	A	drive	to	Gold	River	was	
opKonal	and	completed	by	several	cars.	We	returned	to	Parksville,	stopping	at	two	car	collecKons	along	the	way,	
ending	at	Tigh	Na	Mara	Resort.	The	only	problems	were	a	wiring	issue	in	one	of	the	Bentleys	where	two	of	the	old	
wires	shorted,	sending	a	cloud	of	smoke	into	the	back	seat	and	out	of	one	of	the	trafficators.	Another	Bentley	quit	
on	the	ramp	leading	to	the	ferry.	An	extra	night	on	the	Island	for	him	where	he	replaced	his	coil	and	spark	plugs	
before	returning	home	the	next	day.	

John	McNulty’s	1966	Plus	4	CompeKKon	-	Steve	Blake	photos



The	Morgan	Link �14 October	2021



The	Morgan	Link �15 October	2021

Famous	People	with	Morgans	
By	Steve	Blake	

My	Life	in	Cars:	Charles	Gordon-Lennox,	11th	Duke	of	Richmond	
By	Jeremy	Taylor	(Courtesy	of	London	Luxury)	

The	old	kitchens	behind	Goodwood	House	haven’t	seen	much	culinary	acKvity	for	years.	The	buildings	were	once	
a	working	hub	for	the	grand	house	–	the	ancestral	seat	of	the	Duke	of	Richmond	since	1697.	Charles	Gordon-
Lennox,	the	11th	Duke	of	Richmond,	is	the	present	incumbent	–	and	perhaps	best	known	for	his	love	of	cars.	As	
the	driving	force	behind	the	annual	Goodwood	FesKval	of	Speed,	he	has	access	to	a	smorgasbord	of	the	rarest,	
most	exoKc	vehicles	on	the	planet.	

A	double	garage	simply	wouldn’t	be	large	enough	to	house	his	collecKon,	so	the	Duke,	63,	uses	the	kitchens	as	
the	ulKmate	man	cave	–	although	he	rarely	likes	to	speak	of	it.	“Honestly,	there’s	not	much	in	there	at	all	really,”	
he	says.	“If	the	house	did	go	up	in	smoke,	I	would	probably	grab	the	keys	to	my	Lancia	Aurelia.	It	dates	back	to	
the	mid-1950s	and	was	very	advanced	for	the	era.	I	love	the	architecture	–	an	absolutely	fantasKc	piece	of	
modernist	design,	so	laid	back	and	one	of	the	most	beauKful	coupés	ever	made.	It’s	quite	quick	with	very	
complicated	suspension.	The	cost	of	building	the	Aurelia	almost	killed	off	Lancia	for	good.”	

The	Duke	says	he	rarely	gets	to	drive	the	
Aurelia,	which	he	bought	at	aucKon	during	the	
20th	anniversary	of	the	FesKval	of	Speed	in	
2013.	His	late	grandfather	also	enjoyed	a	
passion	for	Lancias,	designing	the	world’s	first	
producKon	car	featuring	Art	Deco	aero	styling.	
It	was	later	incorporated	into	the	1934	Lancia	
Augusta.	“My	grandfather	loved	Lancias	–	they	
were	the	best	machines	of	that	era,”	he	
explains.	“My	Aurelia	is	black	with	grey	cloth	
and	the	first	producKon	car	with	a	V6	engine.	
Perhaps	another	reason	I	love	it	is	the	Lancia	is	
the	same	age	as	me.”	

The	Duke	launched	the	FesKval	of	Speed	at	Goodwood	in	1993,	partly	to	help	keep	the	12,000-acre	estate	afloat.	
Held	right	outside	his	bedroom	window,	it	has	grown	to	become	one	of	the	world’s	most	popular	motoring	
events.	It	later	spawned	the	Goodwood	Revival	–	a	retro	fest	of	fancy	dress	and	classic	cars.	“I	wanted	to	bring	
motorsport	back	to	Goodwood	because	this	place	is	steeped	in	motor	racing	history,”	he	says.	“My	grandfather	
launched	the	Goodwood	Motor	Circuit	in	1948	and	I’ve	grown	up	in	or	around	cars.”	

What	else	is	parked	out	the	back?	Naturally,	there’s	a	Rolls-Royce	Ghost	as	the	marque	has	been	based	on	the	
Goodwood	Estate	in	West	Sussex	since	2003.	The	42-acre	site	employs	more	than	1,700	workers	and	around	20	
cars	are	hand-built	here	every	day.	Designed	by	Sir	Nicholas	Grimshaw	–	who	also	created	the	Eden	Project	–	the	
factory	features	a	roof	covered	with	sedum	plants	that	hides	the	building	from	the	road.	“I’m	lent	a	lot	of	Rolls-
Royces,”	the	Duke	says.	“Obviously,	they’re	a	very	nice	drive.	My	favourite	is	a	Phantom	coupé	that	was	built	
especially	for	the	FesKval	of	Speed	as	a	course	car	a	few	years	back.	It’s	orange	inside	and	has	an	orange	line	
down	the	paintwork.	It	sounds	horrible,	but	it’s	dead	cool.”	

In	2010,	the	Duke	visited	the	famous	Bonneville	Salt	Flats	in	America	to	try	his	hand	at	speed	driving.	“I	was	
there	with	my	son,	Charles,	and	we	both	fell	in	love	with	hot	rods.	I	went	off	the	idea	of	owning	super-expensive	
cars.	I	liked	the	idea	of	creaKng	my	own	individual	vehicle	instead.	“In	the	end,	I	shipped	a	1929	Model	A	Ford	
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back	home	to	England	and	sKll	have	it.	That	car	looks	like	it	has	been	dredged	up	from	the	bo]om	of	a	lake.	If	the	
devil	was	a	car,	that	would	be	it.	

The	Duke	recently	bought	a	Porsche	911	GT2	RS.	The	supercar	was	officially	launched	at	the	FesKval	of	Speed	in	
2017	and	produces	690	horsepower	from	a	3.8-litre	twin	turbo	engine.	With	a	lightweight	magnesium	roof	and	
other	body	panels	made	of	carbon,	it	will	accelerate	to	60mph	in	2.7	seconds.	

He	menKons	that	he	has	a	‘modest’	fleet	of	more	convenKonal	cars	in	his	garage	too,	among	them	an	Audi	RS6,	
several	old	Land	Rovers	and	a	Range	Rover.	He	also	has	a	Defender	Works	V8	70th	EdiKon	on	order	–	the	most	
powerful	Defender	ever	built.	

“I	learnt	to	drive	around	Goodwood	estate	when	I	was	a	teenager.	One	day	when	my	parents	were	out,	a	friend	
and	I	borrowed	a	Land	Rover	and	tore	around	the	fields.	We	were	doing	well	unKl	my	friend	accelerated	through	
a	gate	and	stuffed	it	straight	in	the	side	of	a	bloody	horse	box.	It	was	totally	annihilated	but	my	parents	took	it	
very	well.”	

They	weren’t	so	impressed	when	the	16-year-old	Duke	‘borrowed’	his	mother’s	Morris	1100	and	took	to	the	
famous	Goodwood	hill	climb,	now	an	integral	part	of	the	FesKval	of	Speed.	Heading	downhill,	he	hit	gravel	and	
crashed	into	some	trees.	“It	was	one	of	the	world’s	worst	cars	and	I	did	myself	a	lot	of	damage.	I	broke	the	top	of	
my	femur.	Weirdly,	I	was	so	young	they	decided	not	to	pin	the	bone,	so	I	spent	four	months	on	my	back	with	a	leg	
in	the	air.	It	was	cruelty	to	children.	

Undeterred,	the	Duke	bought	a	Morgan	three-wheeler:	“My	parents	were	dead	against	motorbikes	but	they	
agreed	I	could	drive	the	Morgan	on	a	motorcycle	licence	at	16.	That	was	a	big	mistake.	“The	Morgan	cost	£200	in	
Li]lehampton	and	was	absolutely	lethal.	It	was	fi]ed	with	a	horrid	Ford	100E	engine	–	not	very	nice	at	all.	The	
back	wheel	also	had	a	tendency	to	fall	off.”	

																																		1936	Morgan	3	wheelers	similar	to	the	one	owned	by	the	Duke	

The	Duke	was	“furious”	when	he	failed	his	driving	test	at	the	first	a]empt:	“I	can’t	actually	remember	what	I	
failed	on	–	it	was	something	stupid	like	not	checking	the	rear-view	mirror.	I	was	unbelievably	angry	because	in	
those	days,	all	teenagers	wanted	was	the	freedom	to	get	around.”	

He	was	even	less	happy	when	his	father	gave	him	a	Datsun	Cherry	as	his	first	road	car.	“It	wasn’t	my	finest	
moment.	I	was	working	for	the	film	director	Stanley	Kubrick	at	the	Kme	and	travelling	up	and	down	to	London.”
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Although	the	Datsun	lacked	street	cred,	the	hatchback	survived	the	Duke’s	determinaKon	to	destroy	it:	“I	
thrashed	the	hell	out	of	it	and	revved	to	the	red	line	for	every	gear	change.	Fortunately,	the	cook	spilt	a	flagon	of	
milk	on	the	back	seat.	The	smell	was	so	bad	it	had	to	go.”	

The	Duke	then	indulged	in	a	string	of	fast	cars,	including	a	stripped-out	Mini	Cooper	S	and	an	AusKn	Healey	3000.	
He	took	the	la]er	on	honeymoon	to	France	when	he	married	his	first	wife,	Sally	Clayton.	“It	dripped	hot	oil	on	
her	feet	and	then	the	bloody	thing	blew	up.”	

A	career	in	adverKsing	afforded	him	a	Porsche	924	Carrera	GT,	which	he	kept	for	13	years	unKl	the	first	FesKval	of	
Speed	in	1993.	“I	should	never	have	got	rid	of	it	but	when	the	engine	gave	up	it	went,”	he	says.	“Bad	decision.”	
Porsche	became	involved	in	the	fesKval	early	on	and	the	Duke	owned	or	loaned	many	of	its	best	cars,	including	a	
dark-blue	993	–	the	last	of	the	air-cooled	models	–	and	then,	later,	a	5.7-litre	Carrera	GT.	“That	was	a	highlight,	a	
quite	phenomenal	car.”	

The	924	Carrera	GT	was	also	the	car	the	Duke	used	to	make	a	‘record’	run	from	Goodwood	House	to	Chelsea	in	
just	54	minutes.	“That	was	a	bit	naughty	and	you’d	never	get	away	with	it	now,”	he	says.	“My	grandfather	wasn’t	
a	fan	of	bureaucracy	either.	The	day	the	70mph	naKonal	speed	limit	came	in,	he	drove	a	Jensen	flat	out	up	the	
Edgware	Road	in	London.	He	was	promptly	caught	by	the	police	and	had	to	appear	in	front	of	Bow	Street	
Magistrates	Court.	I	have	a	photograph	of	him	coming	out	of	the	building	sKcking	up	a	V-sign	to	the	camera!”	

Nowadays	the	Duke	claims	he	has	become	Kred	of	expensive	supercars	and	has	turned	his	a]enKon	to	bespoke,	
American	vehicles:	“I	like	the	idea	of	building	your	own	car,	gathering	all	the	pieces	together	and	creaKng	
something	unique.	Having	that	accident	when	I	was	16	really	didn’t	teach	me	anything.	There	probably	is	some	
oil	running	through	my	veins	and	over	the	years	I’ve	loved	every	minute	behind	the	wheel.”	

																	
																										(Photos	from	theKmes.co.uk,	luxurylondon.co.uk,	prewarcar.com,	and	classiccars.com)

http://thetimes.co.uk
http://luxurylondon.co.uk
http://prewarcar.com
http://classiccars.com
http://thetimes.co.uk
http://luxurylondon.co.uk
http://prewarcar.com
http://classiccars.com
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Those	Magnificent	SLRs!	-	Part	2	
By	Lorne	Goldman	(GoMoG)	

The	Emberson	SLR	(silver) 

The	three	Morgan	SLRs	gather	legends	like	no	other	cars	within	the	Morgan	community,	save	TOK	258.	Over	the	
years	they	have	changed	hands	and	conKnents,	back	and	forth.	It	is	wonderful	to	now	see	all	the	three	back	from	
where	they	started,	in	the	United	Kingdom,	being	racing	on	the	tracks	they	know	so	well.	This	is	the	SLR	that	was	
the	biggest	mystery.	Hopefully,	this	arKcle	will	help	liQ	some	of	the	veil.		

The	car	was	built	by	Chris	Lawrence	and	John	Sprinzel	(Sprinzel	LawrenceTune	Racing)	late	in	1963.	They	built	three	
SLRs	on	Morgan	chassis	and	this	was	the	second.	The	red	one	was	first.	(The	SLR	built	on	a	Triumph	chassis	is	five	
inches	shorter).	They	were	
combined	with	a	LawrenceTune	
engine.	The	lovely	aerodynamic	SLR	
bodies	were	fashioned	in	light	
aluminium	originally	by	Charlie	
Williams	of	Williams	and	Prichard.	
As	the	project	was	developing	with	
each	car,	all	four	SLRs	were,	in	fact,	
slightly	different	from	the	start.	
Many	of	the	lessons	learned	with	
TOK	258	were	expressed	in	the	SLRs.	
AQer	the	TOK	stub	axles	were	found	
to	be	cracked	aQer	the	LeMans	win,	
bigger	stub	stub	axles	and	wheel	
hubs	were	used	on	the	the	SLRs	to	
prevent	this.	This	and	others	of	the	
SLR	improvements	were	later	
incorporated	into	the	Plus	8s.	

This	SLR	is	also	disKncKve	as	it	is	the	
only	one	unpainted	boasKng	polished	aluminium	from	the	start.	It	was	built	for	Pip	Arnold	&	driven	directly	on	
compleKon	from	the	shop	to	Spa	to	be	raced	by	Chris	Lawrence	against	the	Porsche's	Works	racers.		The	story	is	

that	there	was	no	Kme	to	paint	the	car	so	they	
paid	a	group	of	youngsters	to	polish	the	bare	
aluminium!	

In	1969,	the	car	was	acquired	by	John	Atkins	
and	registered	in	the	UK	as	TAE	253G.		(John	
Atkins	also	owned	581	DOK,	the	first	Morgan	
SLR.)	SomeKme	in	this	period	it	was	
extensively	repaired	aQer	a	garage	fire	by	
Maurice	Gomm,	a	prominent	body	builder	
and	was	restored	with	or	by	Rob	Wells	of	
LibramoKve	along	with	a	then	young	
mechanic,	Brian	Gateson.	Brian	Gateson	now	
runs	his	own	Morgan	business	(Techniques)	&	
will	be	entrusted	with	the	car.	The	other	two	
Morgan	SLRs	are	maintained	by	Bre]	
Syndercombe	at	Brands	Hatch	Morgans.	
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In	1981,	this	SLR		was	purchased	by	George	Raterink,	a	noted	vintage	racer	from	Colorado,	and	the	car	was	
shipped	to	the	USA.	The	next	owner	was	a	blessing	for	the	car.	A	sales	ad	as	spo]ed	by	chance	by	David	
"SuperDave"	Bondon,	the	very	well-known	American	moggie	racer	and	Concours	winner.	Dave	has	a	great	
habit.	Whenever	he	is	delayed	at	an	airport,	he	browses	the	local	ads	searching	for	automobile	beauKes.	This	
is	how	in	he	found	the	SLR	in	Denver	1983,	sKll	with	its	extra	body.	He	restored	it	and	went	on	with	it	to	win	a	
decade's	worth	of	races	and	Concours	awards.	

	N.B.	An	extra	chassis	was	made	at	
the	Kme	of	the	repair	by	Maurice	
Gomm.	

In	1995,	the	car	was	purchased	by	
Larry	Nelson,	another	American	
and	in	1998	he	sold	it	to	Adrian	van	
der	KroQ,	a	European	Morgan	
collector	and	fine	racer.	Adrian	
brought	the	car	back	to	the	UK	and	
raced	it	there.	

In	November	2009,	the	car	was	
purchased	by	John	Emberson.	
John's	Morgan	experience	began	in	
2000	when	he	was	a]racted	to	the	
Aero	8	while	a]ending	the	2000	
Geneva	Motor	Show	where	the	
Aero	was	first	unveiled.	AQer	
speaking	with	Melvyn	Ru]er,	a	
BriKsh	Morgan	dealer,	he	was	
convinced	to	buy	a	Morgan	trad,	which	he	and	his	family	promptly	fell	in	love	with!	He	bought	a	Morgan	
Roadster	Lightweight	in	2004	and	entered	the	Morgan	Challenge	in	2006	racing	every	year	since.	In	2004,	he	
acquired	a	Jim	Tucker	race-prepared	1961	Plus	4.	In	the	Centenary	year,	he	purchased	one	of	the	Limited	
EdiKon	Aeromaxes	with	the	SLR.	He	intends	to	co-pilot	the	SLR	with	Morgan	notable,	Bill	Wykeham.	

This	legend	has	found	a	fine	home.	We	wish	John	the	very	best	of	luck	and	fun!		

The	Ahlers	SLR	(green)	

(Ilya	Holt	photo	-	supercars.net)

(Emberson	SLR	photos	-	Lorne	Goldman)

http://supercars.net
http://supercars.net
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The	Fourth	SLR	-	Triumph	
By	Steve	Blake	

One	of	the	four	SLRs	built	was	on	a	Triumph	TR4	chassis.	The	other	three	were	the	Morgan	SLRs.	The	success	of	
Morgan	with	TOK258	at	Lemans	in	1962	was	instrumental	in	geqng	this	project	started.	Nick	Dangerfield	raced	TRs	
and	desired	a	faster	more	aerodynamic	car.	John	Sprinzel	and	Chris	Lawrence	worked	with	Dangerfield	to	find	a	
suitable	replacement	body	for	his	TR4.	Together	with	Chris	Spender	and	Charlie	Williams,	two	excellent	panel	
craQers	from	the	Williams	and	Pritchard	coach	builders	company,	the	SLR	body	was	formed	and	fi]ed	to	
Dangerfield’s	TR4.	Three	other	bodies	were	melded	onto	Morgan	Plus	4	chassis.		

The	moniker	SLR	came	from	the	names	of	Sprinzel	LawrenceTune	Racing.	The	TR4	SLR	was	introduced	to	the	public	
in	January	1964	at	the	Racing	Show	at	the	Olympia.	The	TR4	SLR	was	painted	in	blue	and	raced	for	many	years	by	
Dangerfield	and,	on	occasion,	Lawrence.	The	car	was	purchased	by	Tony	Griffen	in	1986.	

(Photo	courtesy	of	ulKmatecarpage.com)	

Model	of	the	TR4	SLR	built	by	Jim	Simpson	of	Simpson	Design

http://ultimatecarpage.com
http://ultimatecarpage.com
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Reunion	Silverstone	
By	Lorne	Goldman	(GoMoG)	

All	3	Morgan	SLRs	turned	up	at	Silverstone	Raceway	on	Friday	May	15th,	2010,	set	to	make	history.	The	three	
legendary	cars,	1960s	creaKons	of	Sprinzel	LawrenceTune	Racing	(aka	Chris	Lawrence,	pilot	of	the	TOK	258	the	
LeMans	winner)	have	long	been	considered	the	most	beauKful	of	all	Morgans,		raced	together	for	the	first	Kme	in	
almost	fiQy	years	on	Sunday,	May	16th	at	12:15.	Simon	Orebi	Gann's	beauKful	Red	(the	first	Morgan	SLR),		John	
Emberson’s	newly	acquired	silver	one	(the	second	Morgan	SLR)	and	Keith	Ahlers’	green	one	(the	third	Morgan	SLR)	
took	off	with	many	enthusiasts	and	a	fine	field	of	other	compeKtors	present.	

The	drama	started	early.	The	Emberson	and	Orebi	Gann	SLRs	were	both	due	to	test	on	Friday.	The	former	missed	
the	first	session	but	otherwise	ran	well.	On	the	other	hand,	the	other	car	stumbled	on	three	occasions,	throwing	a	
tappet	adjustment	suddenly,	within	a	couple	of	laps	of	starKng.	As	a	result,	it	hardly	ran	all	day.	In	the	evening,	the	
engine	builder,	co-pilot	and	Rick	Bourne	opened	up	the	engine	and	noKced	a	bent	rocker	arm.	

On	Saturday,	the	day	dawned	well	and	all	three	cars	went	out	for	the	qualifying	session.		The	Emberson	SLR		
(piloted	by	John	Emberson	and	Bill	Wykeham)	qualified	9th	and	the	Ahlers'	SLR	(piloted	by	the	father	and	son	
team	of	Jack	and	Billy	Bellinger)	did	even	be]er,	achieving	7th	in	a	grid	of	50	cars.	

Sadly,	the	Orebi	Gann	SLR	(piloted	by	Simon	Orebi	Gann	and	Rick	Bourne)	failed	on	the	first	lap	with	exactly	the	
same	symptom	as	the	day	before	in	tesKng,	and	the	newly	fi]ed	rocker	arm	was	once	again	found	to	have	bent.		
With	some	very	efficient	and	rapid	mechanical	work,	the	engine	was	patched	up	enough	to	get	the	car	qualified,	
although	the	revs	had	to	be	kept	within	4000	rpm.		(As	these	engines	generate	most	of	their	power	from	4000	rpm	
+	upwards,	the	performance	prejudice	was	substanKal	and	the	car	qualified	in	39th	place.)	However,	in	true	BriKsh	
racing	spirit,	overnight	the	engine	was	stripped	down,	a	sKcking	valve	diagnosed	and	unstuck,	and	the	engine	
rebuilt	on	the	spot.	With	crossed	fingers	it	was	rolled	out	on	Sunday	for	the	Race.	
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The	one	hour,	two	driver	race	began	promptly	the	following	morning.		At	the	end	of	the	first	20	minutes,	the	order	
was	the	Ahlers'	car,	then	the	Orebi	Gann's	followed	by	Emberson's.		A	Triumph	broke	a	half	shaQ	on	the	
(fortunately	slow)	Brooklands	leQ	hander,	and	the	car	rolled.		The	safety	car	was	used	for	10	minutes	while	the	
marshals	cleared	driver	(unhurt)	and	remains	of	car	wreckage.		At	the	end	of	the	safety	car	period,	the	Ahlers’	car	
stayed	out	but	the	other	two	SLRs	came	in	for	a	driver	change.		The	Emberson	car	changeover	was	so	slick	that	
they	emerged	from	the	pits	just	ahead	of	the	Orebi	Gann	car	and	looked	like	it	might	over	take	the	Bellingers!!	

However,	a	couple	of	laps	later,	sadly	the	Emberson	car	pulled	off	with	a	blown	head	gasket.	With	the	number	of	
cars	in	the	race,	the	clerk	of	the	course	decided	not	to	operate	the	normal	process	of	making	the	pace	car	pick	up	
the	leader	car,	which	luck	gave	the	Ahlers'	car	nearly	a	lap	gain.		The	Orebi	Gann	car	managed	to	unlap	itself	and	
made	up	half	the	next	lap	when	the	chequered	flag	came	out.	

The	result	for	class	GT3	was:	

1.							Ahlers	Morgan	SLR	
2.							AusKn	Healey	3000	
3.							Orebi	Gann	Morgan	SLR	(with	the	fastest	lap	by	0.015	second	showing	how	well	matched	the	cars	are)	

A	historical	first	was	achieved:	the	three	SLRs	started	the	race.	At	any	point,	it	looked	like	any	one	of	the	cars	could	
have	been	first.	With	no	damage	to	the	cars,	all	the	drivers	are	waiKng	eagerly	for	the	next	Special	Race	Day!		

		The	Ahlers	Morgan	SLR	
Driven	by	Billy	and	Jack	Bellinger	

Placed	#1	in	the	GT3	Class	

(photo	by	sportscardigest.com)	

http://sportscardigest.com
http://sportscardigest.com
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Morgan	Historic	Register	(MHR)	

By	Machiel	Kalf	

Here	are	some	scans	of	the	original	SLR	
sale	brochure.	You	will	see	that	
Christopher	Spender’s	name	is	included	in	
the	“Body	designed	by”	secKon.	
InteresKng	that	his	name	is	missing	when	
looking	at	the	same	brochures	on	P.284-5	
in	Chris		Lawrence’s	book,	The	Morgan	
Maverick.		

A	falling	out	between	these	two?	Can	
anyone	tell	us	the	story	of	what	happened	
and	why	this	discrepancy?
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Editor’s	Note:	

Machiel	Kindly	sent	me	a	copy	of	the	
brochure	as	printed	on	P.	284	in	The	Morgan	
Maverick.	I	was	not	able	to	find	a	copy	of	the	
book	and	the	ones	for	sale	are	very	
overpriced.		

Above	is	the	same	brochure	copied	from	P.
284	of	Christopher	Lawrence’s	book,	
The	Morgan	Maverick.	You	can	see	that	
Christopher	Spender’s	is	in	the	brochure	in	
Machiel	Kalf’s	archives	shown	on	the	
previous	page.	Mystery?	Intrigue?	Was	there	
a	falling	out	or	was	it	just	an	error,	corrected	
in	a	later	brochure?	

There	are	always	mysteries	as	history	is	lost	
when	it	is	not	wri]en	down	at	the	Kme	of	
the	event.	There	was	even	controversy	
around	which	SLRs	were	built	in	which	order.	
Fortunately,	Lorne	Goldman	was	able	to	
speak	with	JC	Spender	and	ascertain	that	
the	first	SLR	was	indeed	built	on	a	Morgan	
chassis.
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2017 Morgan Three 
Wheeler Willow Green, 
Honey Tan Leather 
// 6,700 miles

2013 Morgan Three 
Wheeler SuperDry 
Edition Matte silver, 
Leather and graphics 
package // 2,700 miles

2012 Morgan Three 
Wheeler Black, Red 
Leather // 7,200 miles

2012 Morgan Three 
Wheeler Pearlescent 
White Metallic, Romeo Red 
Leather // 1,345 miles

1934 Morgan MX4 Super 
Matchless water-cooled engine, 
modified with foot pedal gas 
feed, dash mounted choke and 
spark advance // Best of Class in 
Huntington BeaCH ConCours 2019
1933 Morgan MX4 Super Sport 
Silver, Matchless water-cooled 
engine // ground up restoration

1930 Morgan Aero Van MX4 Vee 
twin engine, Pozzi Blue, Scarlet 
red leather // fully restored

R o a d s t e r s

NEW  2022 Morgan Plus Six the 
new era of performance and 
refinement // order your example

NEW  2019 Morgan Plus 4 BMW 
Silver Glacier body, Morgan 
Sport Black wings, Scarlet with 
Royal Blue XT Leather trim, 
range of ‘110 edition’ options
700 miles  2019 Morgan 3.7 V6 
Roadster Champagne Metallic, 
Sky Blue Yarwood leather // mint!
2003 Morgan Plus 8 Royal 
Ivory, Mulberry Leather // 
anniversary edition - 18k miles!
2003 Morgan Plus 8 Ivory 
exterior, Black Yarwood Leather // 
anniversary edition - 10.8k miles!
2002 Morgan Plus 8 British 
Racing Green, Tan leather 
// Beautiful example!

1995 Morgan Plus 8 Plus 
LS1 Corvette V8 powered, 6 
speed // ultra rare Bill fink/
isis imports ConCepts and Builds

1984 Morgan Plus 8 Isis 
Turbo conversion Special 
Corsa Red/Cinnamon leather 
// propane-powered

1963 Morgan Plus 4 SuperSport, 
Dark Blue, Black leather, Black 72 
spoke wire wheels // Best original 
raCing reCord in european History 
otHer tHan tok258; similarly 
unBeataBle in BotH east and west 
Coast vintage raCe venues!
1963 Morgan Plus 4 SuperSport, 
British Racing Green, Black leather 
// Huge priCe reduCtion-
opportunity of a lifetime!!
1949 Morgan Four/
Four series 1 Tan body 
with chocolate wings, 
Chocolate leather // 
Huge priCe reduCtion-
wHat an opportunity!

O T H E R  
M A R Q U E S

NEW  2021 
Allard J2X 
MkIII Coming 
soon!
1965 Sunbeam Tiger Mk1A 
Race Rally Prepped!
1962 FIAT O.S.C.A. 1500s 
Cabriolet by Pininfarina. 
Perfection!
1959 Austin-Healey Bugeye 
Sprite Larger 1,100cc engine!
1950 Jaguar MK V  DropHead 
Coupe LHD, Freshly rebuilt

WWW.MORGANWEST.NET DENNIS GLAVIS, MANAGING DIRECTOR  |  3003 PICO BOULEVARD, SANTA MONICA, CA 90405

(310) 998-3311  
dennis@morganwest.net
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The	Moss	Gear	Co.	Ltd.	
By	Terry	Shea	from	April	2015	issue	of	Hemmings	Sports	and	ExoKcs	

Editor’s	Note:	This	arKcle	was	found	by	Doug	Barofsky	and	published	in	the	July/August	NW	Mogazine.	Thank	you	
to	Doug	for	leqng	us	use	the	arKcle	and	thank	you	to	Bob	McDiarmid	who	suggested	it	for	the	Morgan	Link.	As	
Doug	menKoned,	Moss	Gear	boxes	were	not	named	aQer	Sir	SKrling	Moss	but	from	the	name	of	a	town	in	
Yorkshire.	Think	green	vegetaKon!	

Founded	more	than	a	century	ago,	this	supplier	was	geared	for	success	

Don't	be	fooled	by	the	name.	The	Moss	Gear	Company	finds	its	origins	not	with	our	friends	Moss	Motors,	
American	purveyors	of	parts	for	seemingly	all	things	BriKsh,	but	with	a	family	out	of	Aston	Manor,	Birmingham,	in	
1910.	

But	those	engineers	who	
established	the	company	were	not	
named	Moss,	but	Ducki].	Originally	
from	Moss	Side,	Yorkshire,	some	85	
miles	north	of	Aston,	they	took	their	
name	from	their	hometown	when	
establishing	their	first	factory.	At	
first,	they	began	producKon	with	
spiral	bevel	gears,	and	quickly	
added	complete	transmissions	for	
motorcycles	and	automobiles.	

As	their	reputaKon	grew,	so	did	
their	product	line,	with	industrial	
gears	and	differenKals,	along	with	
complete	axles,	landing	on	the	
product	list.	The	Ducki]	family	
clearly	established	its	works	at	the	
right	Kme	as	it	was	soon	supplying	
not	only	the	automobile	and	
motorcycle	markets,	but	also	heavy	
truck	companies	and	even	the	
aircraQ	industry.	Moss's	experKse	in	
machining	led	to	it	supplying	
steering	gears,	rear	axle	bevel	gears	
and	even	camshaQs.	In	the	1920s,	
Moss	adverKsed	complete	three-	
and	four-speed	gearboxes,	steering	
gear	assemblies	and	rear	axles,	
along	with	virtually	every	type	of	
machined	gear:	spur,	worm,	bevel,	
spiral	bevel,	straight	bevel	and	
internal	gears.
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Having	outgrown	its	original	works,	Moss	built	a	newer	factory	just	a	few	miles	east	of	Birmingham	at	Tyburn	in	
the	late	1920s,	calling	it	the	"Crown	Works."	During	this	Kme,	in	1935,	Moss	became	a	publically	traded	company,	
making	Walter	Ducki],	his	son	Sydney	Lawrence	Ducki]	and	his	brother	Samuel	Ducki],	all	very	wealthy	as	the	
stock	offering	proved	very	popular,	with	plenty	of	suitors	turned	away	as	the	sales	were	nearly	eight	Kmes	
oversubscribed.	

By	1938,	Moss	Gear	Company	Ltd.,	employed	over	2,000	people.	With	success	in	the	automobile	business,	
supplying	gearboxes	to	the	likes	of	Standard	and	other	Standard-powered	automobiles,	such	as	SS,	Moss	was	
poised	for	even	greater	growth.	The	company	added	heavy-duty	axles	for	use	in	agricultural	equipment,	
driveshaQs,	universal	joints	and	other	driveline-related	components	to	its	product	range.	

But	World	War	II	changed	Moss's	course,	as	it	did	so	many	other	companies.	Taken	over	by	the	Ministry	of	
Defence,	Moss	manufactured	heavy-duty	transmissions	for	tanks	and	other	vehicles.	The	Ministry	of	Defence	
added	addiKonal	capacity	for	Moss	by	opening	another	factory	in	a	cluster	at	Castle	Bromwich,	just	across	the	
River	Tame	from	Tyburn.	As	the	locaKon	for	Spiiire	producKon	and	other	important	warKme	materiel,	Castle	
Bromwich	was	a	frequent	target	of	the	German	LuQwaffe.	During	the	Ba]le	of	Britain,	the	Moss	works	was	
bombed,	but	the	damage	turned	out	to	be	very	slight,	and	producKon	conKnued,	virtually	uninterrupted.
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Postwar,	Moss	jumped	right	back	into	the	automobile	fray,	providing	transmissions	for	the	newly	renamed	Jaguar.	
IniKally,	Moss	supplied	the	gearboxes	outright,	but	Jaguar	soon	began	phasing	in	its	own	producKon	based	on	the	
Moss	designs,	which	Jaguar	conKnued	to	use	through	the	mid-SixKes.	Notably,	Moss	supplied	Jensen,	Morgan,	
Alvis,	AC	and	even	Triumph,	for	the	TR2	and	TR3,	with	transmissions	for	a	Kme	aQer	the	war.	Morgan	used	Moss	
gearboxes	up	unKl	about	1973.	Though	not	the	smoothest	transmissions,	Moss	gearboxes	had	a	reputaKon	for	
ruggedness	and	durability.	

In	the	1960s,	Moss	produced	a	wide	variety	of	automobile	components,	from	complete	front	and	rear	axles	to	
driveshaQs,	u-joints	and	sKll	transmissions.	But	its	focus	changed,	as	the	industrial	gear	and	transmission	business	
proved	stronger	in	the	long	run.	In	1966,	Moss	closed	the	Tyburn	factory	and	split	producKon	between	a	facility	in	
Wales	and	another	in	northwest	England	in	Accrington.	

In	1982,	senior	management	at	the	Accrington	plant	bought	out	that	factory	during	a	Moss	restructuring.	Named	
aQer	those	managers,	Basil	Fone,	Frank	Pickles	and	Len	Wilson,	F.P.W.	Axles	Ltd.	took	over	where	Moss	leQ	off,	
specializing	in	axles.	The	following	year,	the	company	acquired	the	rights	to	BriKsh	Leyland's	Light	Axle	Division	
during	the	divesKture	of	that	enterprise.	

Today,	F.P.W.	conKnues	to	make	axles,	but	rather	than	for	the	automoKve	industry,	it	supplies	the	likes	of	uKlity	
vehicles,	such	as	street	sweepers,	forkliQs,	other	electric-powered	vehicles	and	even	some	agricultural	
applicaKons.
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Morgan	Art	by	ValenKn	Tanase	

You	were	introduced	to	ValenKn	Tanase	in	January	2020,	when	we	featured	ValenKn	as	a	famous	person	with	
Morgans.	I	have	received	a	collecKon	of	ValenKn’s	artwork	from	Jacques	Gallien,	Vice-Chairman	of	the	Morgan	
Owners	Group	Belgium	and	a	friend	of	ValenKn.	We	will	highlight	some	of	his	work	in	each	of	our	ediKons	of	the	
Morgan	Link.	Thank	you	to	both	Jacques	and	ValenKn	for	allowing	us	to	re-print	these	works.
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Morgan	Treasures	from	the	Jacques	Gallien	CollecKon	

Jacques	Gallien	is	the	Vice-Chairman	of	the	Morgan	Owners	Group	Belgium	and	editor	of	their	Revue.	He	has	
graciously	shared	a	number	of	his	Morgan	photographs	and	artwork	for	our	use.	Many	of	these	include	Brigi]e	
Bardot,	who	is	an	honorary	member	of	the	Belgian	club.	We	thank	MOG	Belgium	for	allowing	us	to	copy	works	
previously	published	by	them.	Brigi]e	Bardot	was	the	proud	owner	of	a	1967	Morgan	Plus	4,	4-seater.

Editor’s	Note:	
On	the	following	pages,	we	will	read	about	Jacques	Gallien,	the	Vice-Chairman	of	the	Belgium	Morgan	Owners	
Group.	Our	histories	are	coloured	by	the	choices	we	make	in	life.	It	is	very	interesKng	to	read	about	our	fellow	
Morganeers,	especially	those	who	live	away	from	us.	I	have	translated	Jacque’s	story	from	French	so	there	may	be	
a	couple	incongruences	and	thoughts	lost	in	translaKon!	Jacques	is	friends	with	Brigi]e	Bardot,	owns	two	Morgan	
4/4s	and	has	built	four	replicas.	His	hobby	is	photography	and	we	have	been	enjoying	his	photos	and	arKsKc	
creaKons	in	this	secKon	of	the	Morgan	Link.
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A	Quick	Self	Portrait	
By	Jacques	Gallien	

It	was	in	April	1948,	under	the	sign	of	Aries,	that	I	was	born	in	Saint-Servais	near	Namur,	Belgium,	and	very	early	on,	
I	showed	an	interest	in	anything	that	moves	on	4	wheels.	As	a	child	I	started	to	build	what	were	called	"soapboxes"	
at	the	Kme,	made	of	a	few	pieces	of	wood,	string,	nails	and	4	wheels.	

This	taste	for	Knkering	never	leQ	me	and	at	the	Kme	of	wriKng,	it	is	sKll	with	me.		In	the	sixKes,	I	started	by	restoring	
an	old	go-kart	bought	from	a	scout	troop.	It	was	equipped	with	a	Vespa	3-speed	gearbox.	But	even	back	then,	what	
fascinated	me	were	those	500cc	Cooper	racers	and	other	home-made	formula	3	cars,	running	on	methanol,	which	
every	year	took	part	in	the	hill-climb	race	at	the	Citadel	of	Namur.	From	the	top	of	the	Esplanade	of	the	Citadel	
where	I	had	the	privilege	to	spend	my	teenage	years,	one	could	hear	these	racers	acceleraKng	on	the	starKng	line	at	
the	level	of	the	Casino	of	Namur	and	the	single	cylinders	with	free	exhaust	with	a	characterisKc	noise	resonaKng	
during	the	rise	up	the	Merveilleuse	road	unKl	the	arrival	at	the	Esplanade	of	the	Citadel.	One	Kme,	we	saw	in	Namur	
a	certain	Jacky	Ickx	skimming	the	hill-climbing	races	on	a	BMW	700	at	first,	then	on	a	Lotus	CorKna	driven	at	a	
hellish	pace	on	this	paved	road	that	was	lined	with	high	and	dangerous	curbs.	It	was	boy's	dream	to	have	this	kind	
of	car	one	day.	That's	why,	several	decades	later,	yours	truly	is	in	the	process	of	compleKng	a	very	homemade	
construcKon	made	of	tubes,	sheet	metal	and	polyester,	which	should	remind	us,	in	a	more	or	less	saKsfactory	way,	
of	those	li]le	racing	cars.	To	roll,	it	should	roll,	is	difficult	to	say,	because	this	is	a	work	which	will	undoubtedly	be	
doomed	to	immobility.	This	is	a	work	that	will	saKsfy	my	craving	to	be	a		constructor	of	racing	cars	which	I	dreamed	
about	since	childhood.	Those	who	know	me,	know	that	I	have	since	made	up	for	it.	But	not	everyone	is	Colin	
Chapman	and	wants	to	become	a	brilliant	aeronauKcal	engineer.	Yours	truly,	having	always	been	angry	with	
mathemaKcs	and	science,	turned	to	a	more	literary	but	nonetheless	rather	rigorous	vocaKon,	namely	law.	

Law	teaches,	in	
principle,	the	spirit	
of	synthesis,	the	
structure	of	
reasoning	and	the	
wriKng	of	texts.	This	
will	be	useful	for	
wriKng	a	review	
later	on.	AQer	the	
applicaKons	in	
Namur,	it	was	in	
Leuven	that	I	
acquired	my	
doctorate	in	law	
with	the	last	batch	
of	French-speaking	
students	before	
their	emigraKon	to	
L-L-Neuve.	

																																																																																																						Jacque’s	1980	Morgan	4/4	
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In	the	meanKme,	I	had	taken	up	photography:	"Motorsport	is	dangerous"	and...expensive,	but	photographing	
races	and	paddocks	is	accessible,	compaKble	with	family	life	and	gives	the	impression	of	parKcipaKng.	This	is	how	
my	all-consuming	photographic	passion	developed	over	Kme.	Photography	that	later	evolved	into	arKsKc	
photography	and	a	number	of	exhibiKons	focusing	on	black	and	white	portraits.	Another	adventure!	
But	the	car	virus	was	sKll	present;	at	the	end	of	the	70's,	my	young	wife	Jacqueline	suggested	that	I	should	find	out	
more	about	this	beauKful	and	elegant	car	that	can	be	seen	regularly	driving	down	the	road	from	Philippeville	to	
Gerpinnes.	This	is	how	I	discovered	the	Morgan.	At	the	Kme,	people	in	their	thirKes	bought	this	type	of	car,	
however,	Kmes	have	changed.	Once	the	order	was	placed	with	Mr	Elleboudt,	the	fantasKc	and	penniless	importer	
of	the	brand,	I	had	to	wait	paKently	for	the	delivery	which	became	effecKve	in	April	1980.		However,	the	Morgan	
adventure	started	badly.	In	January	1980,	as	a	civil	servant	in	the	legal	department	of	the	Ministry	of	
CommunicaKons,	my	kind	colleagues	in	the	technical	department	had	informed	me	during	a	working	meeKng	that	
the	Morgan	importer	had	not	renewed	the	homologaKons	which	were	therefore	now	out	of	date.	During	this	
period,	a	solitary	and	feverish	obstacle	course	to	collect	the	cerKficates	required	by	the	European	direcKves.		

For	example,	the	distance	between	the	top	of	the	seat	and	the	bo]om	of	the	steering	wheel	had	to	be	13	
cenKmetres.	This	requirement	was	not	met	at	Morgan	due	to	the	size	of	the	steering	wheels.	In	order	to	fit	a	
smaller	steering	wheel,	the	manufacturer	had	to	give	permission	in	person.	The	commercial	secKon	of	the	BriKsh	
embassy	in	Brussels	intervened	to	explain	to	Peter	Morgan	that	the	standards	had	changed,	although	he	had	
always	fi]ed	the	same	steering	wheels.	The	same	goes	for	the	mirrors,	which	had	to	be	CE	approved,	but	the	cars	
arrived	without	this	type	of	equipment.	And	once	the	car	arrived	at	the	rue	Osseghem	and	was	given	the	
cerKficates,	it	was	used	as	a	prototype	to	be	
examined	from	every	angle	at	the	Fonds	
d'Etudes...	And	I	obtained	a	provisional	
PVA...	People	talk	about	"martyr"	texts,	as	
far	as	I	am	concerned	I	was	the	"martyr"	
customer	whose	"sacrifice"	made	it	
possible	to	relaunch	the	Morgan	import	in	
Belgium	with	this	new	homologaKon,	at	
the	very	moment	when	this	one	was	taken	
over	by	the	Albert	garage.	Many	small-scale	
manufacturers	disappeared	because	of	the	
difficulKes	inherent	in	obtaining	a	
homologaKon	that	remained	naKonal	at	
the	Kme.	I	always	think	that	my	portrait	
with	flippers	should	be	on	the	big	panel	
hanging	on	the	back	wall	of	the	Albert	
garage	as	a	benefactor	of	the	cause...	

I	quickly	discovered	the	fauna	(and	oQen	
the	pre]y	flora	that	accompanied	it)	making	
up	the	Morgan	clientele:	in	their	thirKes	or	early	forKes,	atypical,	bohemian	bourgeois,	oQen	crazy.	With	some	
beauKful	cases	of	sweet	madness.	As	I	was	trying	my	hand	at	arKsKc	photography,	I	sent	some	of	my	photo-
montages	to	various	club	magazines,	notably	Miscellany	which	appeared	in	A5	black	and	white	format,	The	Rough	
Rider	of	the	Morgan	Club	of	Washington	in	1984,	the	magazine	of	the	Swiss	club	and	above	all,	and	in	a	more	
regular	way,	with	reports,	the	magazine	of	the	MSCC	Belgium	which	was	at	the	Kme	the	only	Belgian	club.	It	was	
therefore	natural	that	once	Mog	Belgium	was	formed	in	1987,	I	spontaneously	took	over	the	responsibility	for	the	
magazine.	The	first	issue	of	the	magazine	(Nov.	1987)	was	a	few	sheets	typed	and	photocopied	discreetly	on	the	
machines	available	due	to	lack	of	budget.	As	my	public	was	young,	well	idenKfied,	the	spirit	and	the	tone	of	the	
magazine	was	a	mixture	of	Libre	Belgique,	Echo	de	la	Bourse	and	saunas	and	Canard	Enchaîné	or	Hara-Kiri,	
depending	on	the	style.	The	icing	on	the	cake	was	that,	like	Miscellany	at	the	Kme,	a	pin-up	or	any	creature	that	
might	resemble	one	graced	the	penulKmate	page,	a	pracKce	that	has	conKnued	to	this	day...	

Jacque’s 2017 Morgan 4/4
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I	remember	talking	to	Albert	Stammet	at	the	Kme	about	my	vocaKon	as	editor	of	the	magazine	and	he	said	"You	
don't	know	what	you're	geqng	into".	Indeed,	I	didn't	know	that	I	was	going	to	take	up	the	challenge	of	a	40-page	
magazine	every	three	months.		Endless	variaKons	on	the	same	theme,	each	Kme	finding	something	to	fill	in	the	fear	
of	the	blank	page,	and	prinKng	with	makeshiQ	means	that	resembled	the	clandesKne	press.	And	like	a	whirling	
dervish,	assembling	the	magazines	sheet	by	sheet,	turning	around	the	living	room	table	under	the	eye	of	my	wife	
who	seemed	to	be	telling	me,	"You're	wasKng	your	Kme.”	And,	consistently,	li]le	or	no	feedback	and	rare	
contribuKons	from	membersI		

I	oQen	said	to	myself	"I'll	stop	at	number	50",	then	why	not	at	number	69	to	establish	the	reputaKon	of	this	
'naughty'	magazine	as	the	English	used	to	say,	and	then	finally	here	I	am	at	number	100,	25	years	later!	What	has	
kept	me	going	is	the	friendly	and	unselfish	collaboraKon	of	ValenKn,	who	has	spared	no	effort	to	provide	me	since	
1994	with	top	quality	drawings,	most	oQen	spiced	up	with	the	sauce	we	all	know,	but	great	arKsts	have	their	
favourite	subjects,	which	are	also	mine,	to	your	misfortune...	Thanks	to	him,	with	each	issue,	starKng	from	scratch,	I	
already	had	a	few	'good'	pages,	as	they	say.	I	was	also	able	to	count	on	the	dedicaKon	of	Léon	who	publishes	a	
report	of	all	the	club's	organizaKons	on	the	website,	texts	and	photos	that	I	reuse	in	both	languages	thanks	to	the	
good	care	of	our	devoted	translator,	Johan.	
Not	forgeqng	the	decisive	impulse	of	our	
president	Roland	who	encouraged	the	
commi]ee	to	provide	a	substanKal	budget	to	
allow	a	more	professional	prinKng	and	
assembly	of	the	magazine	with	the	most	
important	possible	introducKon	of	colour.	The	
tone	of	the	magazine	has	changed	somewhat,	
the	friends	at	the	Kme,	who	were	mainly	
French-speaking	at	the	beginning,	have	
disappeared	in	favour	of	an	older	and	mainly	
Dutch-speaking	audience	during	the	
organizaKons.	It	is	therefore	sKll	difficult	to	
perceive	what	might	suit	the	sensibiliKes	of	
the	various	parKes.	

This	is	all	down	to	a	few	people.	For	how	long,	
I	don't	know.	I	don't	know	whether	the	
procreaKon,	assisted	or	not,	of	the	next	editor	
of	this	magazine	has	already	been	undertaken.	
I	have	serious	doubts	as	to	whether	it	will	be	
possible	to	replace	him	with	a	volunteer	who	
will	last	25	years	or	100	issues,	unless	cloning	
makes	decisive	progress	quickly.	In	that	case,	
the	whole	commi]ee	could	be	cloned,	which	
would	also	solve	the	problem	of	future	
replacement	of	its	members.	Because	"good	
clones	make	good	friends",	there	is	nothing	
like	this	kind	of	piroue]e	to	close	this	post	and	
avoid	projecKng	ourselves	into	the	uncertain	
future.	
And	finally,	let	us	take	up	the	expression	of	our	
first	and	Past-President	Gaetan	de	Ghellinck	
who,	before	he	would	invariably	close	his	
speeches	with	a	rousing	"Long	live	Morgan,	
long	live	the	brand!”	
																																																																																(Jacques	Gallien	photos)
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Submi]ed	by	Jacques	Gallien	from	the	Johan	Van	den	Heuval	CollecKon
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From	the	Morgan	Oasis	Garage	
By	Cuthbert	J.	Twillie,	Proprietor	

Box	1010	-	North	51,	Terrace	
Hoodsport,	WA	98548	

(360)	877-5160	

Spare	Bracket	
By	Cuthbert	J.	Twillie	
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info@morgancarsmidatlantic.com

www.morgancarsmidatlantic.com

501 Industrial Drive
Lewisberry, PA 17339

Contact Dennis or Lori Frick
717.932.6600

!"#$%!&$'%(#&)"# #"!*'+" &##",-).

Over 35 Years of Experience with European Classic Cars, 
   

And 10 Years of Experience with Morgan

MORGAN CARS MID-ATLANTIC

Thanks	to	Roger	Mulloy!
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A	Morgan	Life	-	Part	3	
By	Ron	Akehurst	

Andrew	showed	me	a	li]le	problem	with	the	driver’s	side	door.	Where	the	top	of	the	front	porKon	of	the	
door	meets	the	body,	the	door	was	about	1/8	inch	too	high	and	was	wearing	the	paint	off	the	wire	
beading	above	the	door.	The	problem	was	caused	by	the	rubber	block	near	the	bo]om	of	the	door	closing	
joint,	which	was	apparently	mounted	too	high.	He	showed	me	that	two	extra	holes	had	been	drilled	in	the	
door	frame	(by	CMC)	above	the	original	mounKng	holes	for	this	rubber	block.	One	of	the	original	holes	
had	a	broken	screw	stuck	in	it.	Instead	of	removing	the	broken	screw,	CMC	just	mounted	the	door	closure	
block	higher	on	the	door	frame.	I	had	not	noKced	the	wear	on	the	paint	caused	by	this	misalignment,	but	
it	also	explained	why	this	door	didn’t	close	as	smoothly	as	the	other	one.	This	li]le	revelaKon	certainly	
increased	my	confidence	that	Andrew	was	looking	out	for	my	interests	in	every	possible	way.	

I	began	to	realize	that	Andrew	was	not	“just	another	guy”	who	used	to	work	at	the	Morgan	factory.	Rick	
revealed	to	me	that	Andrew	was	the	“go	to”	guy	at	the	factory	when	something	special	had	to	be	done,	
such	as	prepare	display	cars	for	the	annual	Geneva	car	show	and	work	on	special	projects	such	as	the	
prototype	electric	car	(which	we	saw	during	our	2008	factory	visit).	

Andrew	told	me	he	also	
fabricated	body	tubs	when	he	
worked	at	the	factory.	He	said	
he	could	recognize	who	built	
each	tub	by	the	subtle	
differences	in	the	wire	beading	
around	the	doors.	For	instance,	
one	fellow	sharpened	the	top	
end	of	the	bead	to	a	point	
before	soldering	it	in	place,	
while	another	fla]ened	the	
bo]om	end,	and	all	of	them	
ended	the	bead	at	different	
points	around	the	radius	at	the	
bo]om	door	corner.	

In	addiKon	to	these	individual	
“signatures”,	each	body	tub	
craQsman	was	required	to	
stamp	his	Kme	card	number	
(employee	number)	on	the	
lower	flange	of	the	hood	hinge,	
or	in	earlier	years	on	the	middle	of	the	body	tub	just	above	the	tool	tray.	On	my	car	the	(previously	
unnoKced)	number	16	is	stamped	on	the	body	tub	(thank	you,	Mister	No.16).	This	was	obviously	done	for	
quality	control.																									(See	the	example	in	the	photo	above	showing	#25	on	Steve	Blake’s	Morgan.)	

On	all	cars,	the	engine	number	is	stamped	on	the	bo]om	flange	of	the	hood	hinge.	This	is	done	to	ensure	
that	the	engine	is	correctly	matched	to	the	car,	but	also	to	ensure	the	correct	hood	is	fi]ed	to	the	car.	
Andrew	explained	that	since	the	hoods	are	individually	built	for	each	car,	and	aQer	final	fiqng	they	are	
removed	for	painKng	along	with	several	other	hoods	from	other	cars,	the	stamped	numbers	are	necessary	
to	ensure	they	are	painted	the	correct	colour	and	ulKmately	returned	to	the	correct	car.	
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Andrew	has	quite	an	eclecKc	set	of	tools,	many	of	them	from	his	Morgan	factory	days.	When	I	arrived	that	
day	I	could	hear	banging	and	clanging	as	I	approached	the	shop	door.	Inside,	Andrew	was	applying	more	
than	gentle	persuasion	to	the	top	of	my	fender	using	a	panel	beaKng	tool	fabricated	from	a	Morgan	leaf	
spring.	When	we	were	looking	at	the	door	fit	problem,	he	used	his	official	ball	peen	hammer	to	check	the	
spacing	of	the	nails	holding	the	sheet	metal	panels	to	the	wooden	frame.	(The	length	of	the	hammer	head	
is	equal	to	the	nail	spacing.)	He	also	showed	me	a	template	he	used	in	the	factory	to	drill	the	hood	for	the	
four	latches.	I’m	sure	he	had	more	that	I	didn’t	see	in	his	bag	of	tricks.	

We	discussed	the	numerous	extraneous	
holes	drilled	by	CMC	in	the	valances	to	
mount	the	replacement	fenders	and	cowl,	
which	Andrew	planned	to	fill	with	weld.	The	
extra	holes	in	the	valances	under	the	cowl	
clearly	illustrated	the	one	inch	shiQ	of	the	
cowl	and	hood	to	the	leQ.	He	also	fabricated	
oval	shaped	pieces	about	four	inches	by	
three	inches	to	replace	the	tops	of	the	
fenders	which	had	stress	cracks	around	the	
parking	light	and	mirror	mounKng	holes.	

On	Day	11,	I	visited	the	shop	with	brother	
Geoff	who	was	in	town	for	our	mother’s	93rd	
birthday.	Andrew	was	about	to	weld	the	new	
skirt	onto	the	second	fender	running	board.	
The	first	fender	was	trial	fi]ed	on	the	
passenger	side,	complete	with	all	new	metal	
patches	in	place,	except	for	the	rear	end	
plate.	The	end	plate	was	to	be	fi]ed	only	
aQer	the	exact	posiKoning	of	the	fender	was	
finalized	and	the	length	trimmed	to	suit.	

I	broached	the	subject	of	the	upturns	at	the	
rear	ends	of	the	frame	rails.	Because	the	
Morgan	frame	is	recessed	to	pass	under	the	
rear	axle,	and	the	rear	mounts	of	the	leaf	
springs	are	at	the	ends	of	the	frame	rails,	
aQer	a	few	thousand	hard	bumps	the	frame	
rails	actually	bend	up	at	the	axle.	Several	
years	earlier	I	measured	about	3/4	inch	
upturn	on	one	rail	and	1/2	inch	upturn	on	
the	other	rail.	This	caused	excessive	verKcal	
clearance	between	the	rear	fenders	and	the	
Kres.	Although	this	problem	does	not	seem	
to	affect	the	car’s	handling,	and	some	
Morgan	owners	consider	it	inconsequenKal,	
it	was	an	aestheKc	concern	to	me.		

(Andrew	Smith	photos)	
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In	2002,	Bill	Bu]on	described	a	fix	for	this	in	the	club	‘Mogazine’.	By	anchoring	the	rear	end	of	the	frame	
rail	to	a	hook	embedded	in	the	floor	of	his	garage	and	then	jacking	up	the	frame	just	ahead	of	the	rear	
axle,	the	frame	rail	can	be	straightened.	Once	straightened,	he	welded	a	two-foot	long	plate	onto	the	web	
secKon	of	the	frame,	centred	on	the	axle	to	resist	future	bending.	

Andrew	said	he	could	straighten	the	frame	rails	on	his	frame	straightening	machine	and	thought	he	could	
weld	the	reinforcing	plate	in	place	without	any	addiKonal	dismantling,	but	suggested	delaying	the	
decision	on	this	extra	work	unKl	aQer	all	his	other	work	was	completed.	

I	menKoned	to	Geoff	that	my	car	was	being	renovated	in	the	exact	same	spot	as	his	Jaguar	20	years	
earlier,	when	Michael	Grams	operated	Coachwerks	out	of	this	same	garage.	

On	Day	13	I	spent	a	couple	of	hours	in	the	shop	detaching	the	dashboard	to	move	it	out	of	the	way	so	the	
rolled	edge	of	the	bulkhead	could	be	fully	painted,	and	also	to	replace	the	plasKc	beading	along	the	top	
of	the	dashboard.	I	also	removed	a	rear	wheel	to	see	how	complicated	it	would	be	to	weld	a	plate	onto	
the	web	secKon	as	described	above.	It	looked	to	me	like	this	would	not	be	easy	without	addiKonal	
removals.	Finally,	I	removed	the	spare	Kre	deck,	noKng	that	the	seven	nice	stainless	steel	screws	holding	
this	piece	in	place	had	Robertson	heads,	so	they	would	have	to	be	replaced.	Robertson	heads	did	not	
exist	in	Britain	in	1962.	

Andrew	was	just	finishing	up	the	last	patch	on	the	second	fender.	All	that	was	leQ	was	to	fit	the	end	
pieces	and	fill	in	any	extraneous	holes	in	the	fenders.	He	suggested	the	final	fiqng	would	be	ready	to	
view	by	Day	16.	

(ConKnued	next	month)	
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Morgans	in	the	Movies	
By	Steve	Blake	

Silent	Movie	
Starring	Mel	Brooks,	Dom	Deluise,	Marty	Feldman,	Bernade]e	Peters,	Syd	Caesar	

Silent	Movie	is	a	1976	saKrical-
comedy	co-wri]en,	directed	and	
starring	Mel	Brooks.	The	film’s	
soundtrack	is	made	up	of	music	
and	sound	effects	but	no	
dialogue.	It	is	a	parody	on	the	
silent	movies	of	early	years.	It	is	
made	up	of	a	great	deal	of	slap-
sKck	comedy.	The	star,	for	us,	in	
this	movie	is	the	1954	Morgan	
Plus	4,	4-seater	that	the	stars	
drive	around	in.	The	film	was	
nominated	for	four	Golden	
Globe	awards.	The	cast	contains	
many	stars	such	as	Liza	Minelli,	
Anne	BancroQ,	Paul	Newman,	
and	James	Caan.	

The	plot	of	the	movie	is	that	the	
rehabilitated	director	and	two	

friends	pitch	the	
idea	of	making	a	
silent	movie,	the	first	in	40	year,	to	the	Chief	of	a	movie	
studio.	It	is	first	rejected	but	the	allowed	to	go	ahead.	
The	crew	has	to	find	and	sign	a	number	of	name	actors	
to	take	part.	The	movie	is	completed,	stolen,	and	stolen	
back.	Very	funny	and	something	you	must	see	if	you	have	
not	already.	
																									(Internet	photos)	
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Li]le	Man,	Large	Legacy	
By	Allstar	Crocks	

Exactly	ten	years	ago,	November	1996,	the	doyen	of	auto	sport	journalists	made	his	last	pit	stop	at	the	age	of	76.	
Denis	Sargent	Jenkinson,	known	to	his	readers	as	simply	‘DSJ’	but	universally	as	‘Jenks’,	was	a	major	influence	on	
generaKons	of	motor	sport	enthusiasts	over	a	career	that	spanned	four	decades.	As	ConKnental	Correspondent	for	
the	monthly	publicaKon	Motor	Sport,	his	brief	was	to	report	on	the	major	four	wheeled	sporKng	events	in	Europe.	
Appointed	in	1953,	long	before	the	era	of	low	cost	travel,	this	entailed	his	spending	much	of	each	summer	
traversing	the	roads	of	Europe,	from	Sicily	in	the	south	to	Scandinavia	in	the	north,	Hungary	in	the	east	to	Ireland	in	
the	West.	

Not	only	did	Jenks	keep	us	well	informed	about	the	
events,	aQer	all	he	was	on	first	name	terms	with	
most	of	the	drivers,	mechanics	and	team	principals,	
but	also	he	gave	us	an	insight	into	the	cultures	of	
Europe.	Through	Jenks	we	learnt	of	the	glamour	that	
is	now	automaKcally	associated	with	the	Monaco	
Grand	Prix,	the	unbridled	enthusiasm	of	the	Italians	
for	all	things	automoKve	both	on	the	track	and	in	the	
street,	the	meKculous	a]enKon	to	detail	of	the	
Germans	and	then	of	course	the	circuits	themselves.	
The	tortuous	Targa	Floria	where	one	lap	consisted	of	
44	miles	through	the	Sicilian	mountains,	the	super	
fast	Spa	Francochamps	road	circuit	in	the	Belgian	
Ardennes,	Monza	with	its	banking	and	of	course	the	
ulKmate	challenge,	The	‘Ring.	Set	in	the	Wagnerian	
splendour	of	the	Eifel	Mountains	in	western	
Germany,	this	14	mile	roller	coaster	was	considered	
the	ulKmate	test	for	both	man	and	machine.	
Although	no	longer	used	as	a	race	track,	the	World’s	motor	manufacturers	sKll	use	it	for	the	final	tesKng	of	their	
high	performance	cars.	All	of	this	and	more	were	imparted	to	his	avid	readership	against	a	monochromaKc	
austere	backcloth	that	was	Britain	in	the	50’s.	

Jenks	had	aspired	to	be	a	motorcycle	racer	but	a	season	in	Europe	campaigning	a	350	Norton	soon	disabused	him	of	
this	noKon	and	he	turned	his	a]enKon	to	motorcycle	side	car	racing.	The	diminuKve	Englishman	with	the	flowing	
red	beard	and	thick-lensed	specs	was	adept	at	throwing	himself	around	in	‘the	chair’,	so	much	so	that	when	teamed	
up	with	the	talented	Eric	Oliver,	they	won	the	World	Side	Car	Championship	in	1949.	In	his	book	The	Racing	Driver	
in	1958,	he	speaks	of	that	extra	something	required	under	pressure	that	allows	World	Champions	to	excel	in	certain	
situaKons,	akin	to	separaKng	the	men	from	the	boys.	He	witnessed	that	quality	watching	Eric	Oliver	in	their	triumph	
at	the	Swiss	Grand	Prix	that	year	at	the	closest	of	quarters!	Enamoured	with	his	newfound	passion,	he	based	
himself	in	Brussels	as	a	full	Kme	sidecar	passenger	unKl	he	took	the	job	with	Motor	Sport.	This	did	not	dilute	his	
interest	in	motor	cycles	and	he	conKnued	to	compete	in	sprints	and	hill	climbs	unKl	he	was	73,	the	year	in	which	he	
recorded	his	best	Kme	on	the	Shelsey	Walsh	hill	climb	on	his	beloved	homebuilt	special	he	named	a	Tribsa	
(Triumph/BSA).	

In	his	new	career	as	a	journalist,	he	was	sKll	drawn	to	compeKKon	and	this	resulted	in	his	teaming	up	with	SKrling	
Moss	to	compete	in	the	1955	Mille	Miglia.	This	epic	event	took	place	each	year	over	1,000	miles	of	Italian	roads.	
StarKng	in	Brescia,	it	followed	the	AdriaKc	coast	southward	before	crossing	Italy	to	Rome	and	heading	north	back	to	
Brescia.	The	rules	allowed	each	car	to	carry	a	riding	mechanic	or	spare	driver	but	the	Moss/Jenkinson	duo	had	
other	ideas.		
																																																																						(Photo	courtesy	of	Motor	Sport	Magazine)
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The	MM	was	seldom	won	by	non-Italian	drivers	and	to	offset	the	home	advantage,	Jenks	proposed	that	the	
course	be	thoroughly	reconnoitred	and	notes	compiled	so	that	he	could	advise	Moss	of	what	lay	ahead	during	
the	race.	AQer	weeks	of	preparaKon	they	finally	had	a	17Q	sheet	of	paper	with	details	of	what	they	considered	
were	the	trickier	parts	of	the	course.	This	was	enclosed	in	an	alloy	case	with	a	Perspex	face	and	operated	by	a	
roller	system.	As	a	further	complicaKon,	they	had	to	devise	a	system	of	hand	signals	as	the	open	cockpit	of	a	car	
at	racing	speeds	made	verbal	communicaKon	impossible.	

Their	a]enKon	to	detail	paid	off	when	they	won	at	record	speed,	a	fracKon	under	98mph,	and	10mph	faster	than	
any	previous	Kme.	Naturally,	all	of	the	preparaKon	was	recorded	in	arKcles	that	appeared	as	‘ConKnental	Notes’	
in	Motor	Sport	and	the	race	itself.	In	‘From	the	Cockpit’	is	possibly	the	finest	piece	of	auto	sport	journalism	ever	
wri]en	and	mandatory	reading	for	those	interested	in	such	ma]ers.	In	the	la]er,	Jenks	captures	the	spirit	of	the	
event	and	the	physical/mental	pressures	associated	with	10	hours	flat	out	over	public	roads	in	their	Mercedes	
Benz	300SLR	sports	racing	car.	This	was	in	effect	the	W196	Grand	Prix	car	clothed	with	a	two-seater	body.	

Describing	Moss	going	down	hill	at	high	speed	and	changing	up	a	gear,	
or	storming	across	mountain	passes	touching	170mph,	entering	
Bologna	at	150mph,	even	convinced	Jenks	he	was	living	in	the	realms	
of	fantasy.	Although	state	of	the	art	in	its	day,	the	SLR	even	had	fuel	
injecKon,	it	only	had	inboard	drum	brakes	on	the	front,	which	under	
heavy	braking	flooded	the	cockpit	with	acrid	smoke.	This,	added	to	the	
heat	of	a	midday	sun,	an	
engine	operaKng	at	7500	rpm,	plus	a	sorely	tried	5	speed	gearbox,	
caused	Jenks	to	eject	his	breakfast	on	two	occasions.	A	memorable	
victory	and	‘our’man	was	on	the	spot	to	give	us	a	bird’s	eye	view	of	the	
proceedings.	

In	contrast,	their	efforts	in	the	subsequent	56	and	57	MM	were	an	anK	
climax.	They	raced	in	a	MaseraK	on	both	occasions	and	never	finished.	
In	56	the	evil	handling	300S	threw	them	off	a	rain	sodden	mountain	
road	and	a	tree	prevented	a	300Q	fall	and	in	57	a	brake	pedal	snapped	
off.	It	was	the	last	year	that	the	MM	was	held	as	the	death	toll	on	
spectators	even	a]racted	Papal	a]enKon,	therefore	the	55	victory	
remained	as	the	fastest	in	the	record	books.	

The	nomadic	life	style	journeying	through	Europe	in	his	faithful	Porsche	
356,	to	be	followed	by	an	E	type	Jaguar,	also	provided	us	with	many	stories	under	the	Ktles	‘Le]er	from	Europe’	
or	‘ConKnental	Notes’.	Although	he	was	criKcal	of	the	Jaguar’s	poor	brakes	and	weak	lighKng,	it	cannot	have	been	
all-bad	as	he	ran	E	types	for	12	years	and	maintained	the	cars	himself.	How	we	envied	him	cruising	at	three	figure	
speeds	on	the	Auto	Strada	del	Sol	and	the	autobahns	when	we	thought	doing	a	‘ton’	for	a	few	minutes	was	a	big	
deal.	

The	convenKonal	road	tesKng	of	cars	was	something	that	Jenks	chose	to	eschew	aQer	a	colleague	explained	you	
had	to	be	economical	with	the	truth.	This	did	not	stop	him	borrowing	what	he	would	term	as	‘interesKng’	
vehicles.	Only	a	man	with	his	connecKons	could	wrangle	a	Ford	GT40	for	a	few	days	in	the	same	year	that	it	won	
its	first	Le	Mans,	taking	a	Mercedes	300SL	gull	wing	coupe	out	at	2	in	the	morning	to	see	how	it	really	went,	
driving	an	early	producKon	Lotus	Europa	to	the	Targa	Floria,	tootling	down	to	a	railway	staKon	in	a	racing	
MaseraK	to	pick	up	Moss,	regularly	calling	at	Zuffenhausen	to	try	the	latest	Porsche.	On	one	occasion	he	
persuaded	Colin	Chapman	of	Lotus	to	loan	him	a	pukka	Formula	2	racing	car	to	test	on	Christmas	Day.	Jenks	
figured	most	of	the	populace,	including	the	boys	in	blue,	would	be	tucking	into	turkey	and	Christmas	
pudding	so	what	be]er	day	for	a	brisk	drive?	Chapman	duly	obliged,	delivering	the	Lotus	12	on	a	trailer	with	
rudimentary	paperwork	and	trade	plates.	Jenks	set	off	but	the	Lotus	sheared	a	half	shaQ	and	they	had	to	be	
retrieved	by	a	friend	on	the	end	of	a	towrope.
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From	a	driver’s	perspecKve,	Jenks	was	not	an	easy	man	to	please	and	was	never	slow	to	show	his	disdain	for	
whiners.	His	heroes	were	Fangio,	Moss,	Clark,	Gilles	Villineuve,	Senna	and	no	doubt	Schumacher	would	have	made	
the	list	too.	

Perhaps	his	greatest	delight	was	when	he	got	the	opportunity	to	drive	a	Renault	F1	car	during	the	turbo	era	of	the	
EighKes.	In	racing	trim	the	power	output	was	rumoured	to	be	as	much	as	1400bhp	but	in	the	car	provided	for	
journalists	it	was	‘screwed’	down,	to	quote	Jenks,	to	a	mere	600bhp.	AQer	everyone	had	their	turn	at	the	wheel	on	
the	wide	open	spaces	of	an	airfield	runway,	the	group	reKred	to	enjoy	the	corporate	hospitality	except	Jenks	who	
persuaded	the	engineers	to	let	him	have	a	second	go!	

That	Denis	Jenkinson	was	the	archetypal	English	eccentric	is	undeniable.	He	lived	in	an	isolated	co]age	in	rural	
Hampshire	in	southern	England	surrounded	by	an	eclecKc	collecKon	of	motorcars	in	various	stages	of	disrepair.	
The	property	was	crowded	with	books,	magazines,	copious	notes	and	an	array	of	components	that	li]ered	the	hall	
and	bedrooms.	It	enjoyed	neither	running	water	nor	electricity,	the	la]er	being	provided	by	a	500cc	Fiat	engine	
hooked	up	to	a	6-volt	ba]ery	system.	The	li]le	man,	oQen	referred	to	as	the	Gnome,	lived	in	a	World	of	his	own.	
He	once	wrote	something	along	the	lines	“If	ever	you	are	enjoying	yourself,	don’t	tell	anyone	or	they	will	ban	it”	
which	may	go	some	way	to	explaining	his	
quaint	life	style.	

His	last	public	appearance	was	at	the	
Goodwood	FesKval	of	Speed	in	1995.	To	
commemorate	the	40th	anniversary	of	the	
famous	Mille	Miglia	win,	Jenks	was	persuaded	
to	reunite	with	Moss	and	their	trusty	300	SLR	
number	722.	Having	suffered	a	minor	stroke	
earlier	in	the	year,	the	li]le	man	was	frail	and	
was	visibly	touched	by	the	crowd’s	
ovaKon	as	he	and	Moss	proceeded	gently	up	
the	hill	with	hardly	a	dry	eye	in	the	house.	
Moss	recalled	that	when	they	reached	the	top	
Jenks	looked	10	years	younger	as	they	both	
recollected	those	exciKng	Kmes	so	long	ago.	
Six	months	later	Jenks	had	another	stroke	
from	which	he	never	recovered.	

Not	being	noted	for	his	religious	devoKons,	a	group	of	close	friends	organised	his	funeral	at	Aldershot	
crematorium	and	Jenks	was	laid	to	rest	to	the	sounds	of	Bach	and	Bechet	and	the	car	park	resembled	a	VSCC	
(Vintage	Sports	Car	Club)	AGM.	Jenks	would	have	been	pleased.	The	old	bugger	even	wrote	his	own	obituary.	

The	above	tribute	was	not	so	much	inspired	by	the	anniversary	of	Denis	Jenkinson’s	death	but	by	the	final	Grand	
Prix	of	the	2006	calendar	at	the	Interlagos	circuit	in	Brazil.	Schumacher,	having	been	relegated	to	the	back	of	the	
field	with	a	puncture,	put	on	a	display	par	excellence.	Storming	through	the	field	to	fourth	spot	in	his	last	race,	
with	nothing	to	prove	or	to	race	for,	he	recorded	the	fastest	lap	on	the	penulKmate	lap.	My	immediate	thought	
and	probably	that	shared	by	many	other	others	of	my	ilk	was	“	Jenks	would	have	approved”.	A	reminder	of	how	
much	he	influenced	us.	A	li]le	man,	a	large	legacy.	

Allstar	Crocks	
November	2006	

·	The	mandatory	reading	referred	to	in	the	above	arKcle	can	be	found	in	“Jenks,	A	passion	for	Motor	Sport”	
·	Published	by	Motor	Racing	PublicaKons	ISBN1-899870-22-9

Denis	Jenkinson	and	SKrling	Moss	in	the	MB	300	SLR	
(Photo	courtesy	of	Motor	Trend)



The	Morgan	Link �46 October	2021

Editor’s	Note:	While	we	are	looking	at	Morgan’s	special	coupes,	it	is	appropriate	to	look	at	others.	This	arKcle	sent	
in	by	Alistair	Crooks	shows	the	Mercedes	Benz	300	SLR,	reputed	to	be	the	most	expensive	car	in	the	world.	It	is	
esKmated	that	if	it	were	to	come	up	for	sale,	it	would	fetch	between	$100	and	$300	million	dollars!	Watch	the	
video	below.	
h]ps://www.motor1.com/news/533936/mercedes-300-slr/	

Rare	Mercedes	300	SLR	Shows	Gated	Manual,	Superb	Design	On	Video	
By	Chris	Okula	(Thanks	to	motor1.com	and	Supercar	Blondie)	

Welcome	to	the	most	valuable	Mercedes-Benz	classic	car	ever	built,	one	of	two	300	SLR	Coupes.	Supercar	Blondie	
had	the	unique	opportunity	to	tour	and	drive	the	incredibly	rare	and	valuable	300	SLR	Coupe	which	was	built	for	
racing.	Sadly	the	300	SLR	Coupe	never	hit	the	racetracks	of	the	1950s,	but	if	it	did,	it	would	have	easily	conKnued	
the	roadster's	unmatched	winning	streak.	Since	the	300	SLR	Coupe	never	went	racing,	Mercedes-Benz	head	of	
motorsport,	Rudolf	Uhlenhaut	kept	one	as	his	own	personal	company	car.	

The	Mercedes-Benz	300	SLR	is	best	known	as	the	roofless	roadster	that	dominated	road	racing	of	the	1950s.	It	most	
famously	won	the	1955	Mille	Miglia	with	Sir	SKrling	Moss	at	the	wheel.	During	this	race,	Moss	and	the	300	SLR	set	a	
new	average	speed	record	for	the	race	averaging	97.96	mph	(157.650	km/h)	over	the	900-mile	race	up	the	Italian	
peninsula.	

Sadly	all	of	the	300	SLR’s	racing	success	was	overshadowed	by	the	tragedy	of	the	1955	Le	Mans	Race.	A	300	SLR	
driven	by	a	private	team	was	vying	for	the	lead	when	it	rear-ended	an	AusKn-Healey	on	the	pit	straight	that	was	
slowed	by	a	Jaguar	a]empKng	to	pit.	Debris	flew	into	the	stands	killing	83	spectators	and	injuring	over	180	more.	
The	300	SLR’s	high	content	of	magnesium	in	the	bodywork	caused	fires	to	burn	out	of	control	and	prompted	the	
other	300	SLR	teams	to	pull	out	of	the	race.	

The	horrific	incident	coincided	with	Mercedes-Benz's	decision	to	pull	out	of	motorsports	altogether.	This	meant	the	
300	SLR	coupe	project	was	dead,	and	only	two	test	mules	were	built.	One	sat,	and	the	other	was	daily	driven	by	
Rudolf	Uhlenhaut	as	a	daily	commuter.	Today	Mercedes-Benz	keeps	these	incredible	machines	in	their	private	
collecKon.	

https://www.motor1.com/news/533936/mercedes-300-slr/
http://motor1.com
https://www.motor1.com/news/532591/mercedes-bmw-keep-prices-high/
https://www.motor1.com/news/240746/mercedes-300-slr-uhlenhaut-coupe/
https://www.motor1.com/news/533936/mercedes-300-slr/
http://motor1.com
https://www.motor1.com/news/532591/mercedes-bmw-keep-prices-high/
https://www.motor1.com/news/240746/mercedes-300-slr-uhlenhaut-coupe/
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Malvern	Memories	
Photos	of	Malvern	and	the	Morgan	Factory	from	Years	Gone	By	

Photos	by	Howard	Jewell	from	his	June	1993	tour	of	the	Morgan	factory.
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ElectrificaKon:	What	Could	Go	Wrong?	
Submi\ed	by	Roger	Mulloy	from	Lotus	Club	Canada	Summer	2021	BulleKn	
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Morgan	Fantasy	Photos	
I	came	across	several	interesKng	photos	of	Morgans	shot	as	artwork	or	for	ads	or	to	capture	a	moment.	This	

month	we	will	admire	more	photos	from	Morgan’s	Timeline	photo	series.		Enjoy	the	art!	
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Website	Report	

By	Tom	Morris	

www.pacmog.com	

Fourth	Annual	
MORGAN	MOMENTS	SNAPSHOT	CONTEST	

Entries	are	now	OPEN	

This	contest	is	all	about	capturing	those	special	Morgan	Moments	that	happen	at	every	Morgan	event.	
You	don't	have	to	be	a	great	photographer	or	have	a	fancy	camera	to	enter	(or	even	win)	the	contest.	
Some	of	the	best	shots	in	past	years	have	been	taken	with	mobile	phones.	
Send	us		one	or	more	of	your	favourite	snapshots	taken	at	any	of	this	year's	Morgan	Events	to	enter.	

Contest Rules
All photos must:

• be  taken by a PacMOG member or a member of their family
• be taken at a Morgan Event in 2021
• contain a recognizable part of a member's Morgan car

Judging Criteria
Entries will be judged by PacMOG members.
Votes will be cast at the end of the year via the website.
Voters will use criteria of their own choosing when casting their ballots.

For the purposes of this contest a Morgan Event is defined as any event attended by 3 or more PacMOG 
member's Morgans within British Columbia  or  one member's Morgan outside that area.

** UPDATE **
FOR THE DURATION OF THE  PANDEMIC ISOLATION RESTRICTIONS  A MORGAN EVENT IS 
DEFINED AS ANY TIME A MEMBER'S MORGAN IS AWAY FROM HOME

Entries close at Midnight Thursday December 31, 2021

http://www.pacmog.com
http://www.pacmog.com
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“Looking	Back”	

This	new	feature	is	looking	back	at	old	arKcles	having	to	do	with	our	club,	PACMOG,	and	the	club	from	which	we	
originated,	MOGNW.	The	two	clubs	have	a	close	relaKonship	and	there	are	lots	of	great	memories	to	share.	In	this	
secKon,	we	will	re-print	some	of	our	old	arKcles	and	photos.	This	month	we	print	arKcles	from	the	NW	Mogazine	
from	October	1995.	Thank	you	to	MOGNW	for	allowing	us	to	copy	these	pages.	
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Upcoming	PACMOG	Events	
By	Ken	Miles

Watch	your	emails	for	news	of	the	next	drives	

(Susan	Blake’s	photo	from	the	navigator’s	seat	on	the	Mountaintops	Run)

Save	the	Date!	
October	30,	2021	-	Valley	Drive	-	Meet	at	10:00	for	a	10:30	start	at	Tim	Hortons,	17888	#10	

Highway	or	56th	Avenue	-	let	Chris	know	you	are	coming	cabt@shaw.ca		

November	7,	2021	-	OECC	London	to	Brighton	CommemoraKve	Run	

mailto:cabt@shaw.ca
mailto:cabt@shaw.ca
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Pre-Registration is now available on the OECC -VCB 
website  

or Ctrl-click on this link: 

https://forms.gle/HLR3H4vWWEyuKxqk7  

Please register as soon as possible.  

On November 14, 1896, the British Motor Car Club celebrated legislation raising the legal speed 
limit from 4mph to 14mph with the Motor Car Tour to Brighton. Now known as the London to 

Brighton Veteran Car Run, the event continues to the present day and OECC’s Vancouver Coast 
Branch has been celebrating it since the hundredth anniversary in 1996. 

PLEASE JOIN US FOR THE 26th RUNNING OF THE ANNUAL LONDON to BRIGHTON 
COMMEMORATIVE RUN 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 7, 2021 

Delta Heritage Air Park, 4103 104 St., Delta. 

COST: $10.00/car Registration (Registration fees will be donated to a charitable organization – 
details to follow). 

MEETING TIME: 09:30 am. 

FIRST CAR OUT: 10:00 am.  

DESTINATION: Return to Start                               

ROUTE DIRECTIONS will be available online prior to the event  

Note: that due to Covid-19 restrictions and the general comfort of participants, there is no 
lunch component for this year’s event 

- CONTACT: Malcolm Tait (604 -224-0938) mbtait44@gmail.com 

- Delta Air Park – directions: located at the foot of 104 St. Delta, adjacent to the dyke. Access 
from Hornby Drive. Google: Delta Heritage Air Park. 

https://forms.gle/HLR3H4vWWEyuKxqk7
mailto:mbtait44@gmail.com
https://forms.gle/HLR3H4vWWEyuKxqk7
mailto:mbtait44@gmail.com
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ABFM 2021 Vancouver cancels 2021 event, announces new date 
Saturday May 21, 2022 

It	is	with	a	heavy	heart	that	the	event	officials	of	The	Greatest	Show	on	BriKsh	Wheels,	ABFM	Vancouver	presented	
by	HAGERTY,	announce	that	the	35th	anniversary	event,	originally	rescheduled	for	Sept	11,	2021,	has	now	been	
officially	cancelled.	

The	2022	ABFM	will	take	place	Saturday	May	21,	2022,	followed	by	a	Run	on	Sunday	May	22,	2022.	

“As	menKoned	in	our	last	announcement,	we	have	been	working	hard	with	our	sponsors,	vendors	and	suppliers	to	
ensure	the	integrity	of	the	show,	given	the	restricKve	guidelines	and	costs	put	in	place	by	local	Government	bodies,	
but	the	risks	involved	are	simply	too	great	to	ensure	the	success	of	the	event,”	said	event	co-chair	Patrick	Stewart.	

	CelebraJon	
The	2022	Show	will	celebrate	the	35th	event	(delayed	two	years	due	to	the	pandemic)	and	the	34th	year	that	it	will	
be	staged	at	the	VanDusen	Botanical	Garden,	Vancouver.	Featured	marques	have	been	carried	forward	and	will	
celebrate	Jaguar	EType	60th,	Triumph	Stag	50th	and	include	English	Fords	first	produced	in	1911.	
A	special	look	at	the	future	with	an	Electra	Classic	display	is	planned	to	showcase	the	trend	of	classic	looks	with	
modern	drive.	

Car	clubs	and	young	enthusiasts	
The	important	work	of	car	clubs	will	also	be	recognized	with	a	Best	Club	Award	and	young	enthusiasts	will	be	
supported	by	a	NASCARZ	/	HAGERTY	educaKonal	program	for	Youth	Judging.		The	show	is	staged	with	61	Class	
Awards	and	14	judged	Sponsors	Awards,	making	it	the	largest	classic	car	show	of	its	kind	in	Western	Canada	and	
the	second	largest	in	the	Pacific	Northwest.	

This	world-class	classic	car	event	is	a	family	day	to	remember,	which	showcases	a	capacity	gathering	of	almost	500	
BriKsh-built	classics,	exhibitors,	vendors	and	the	general	public	all	complemented	by	the	beauty	of	the	magnificent	
VanDusen	Botanical	Garden.	

Welcome	back	
“Given	these	past	two	pandemic	years	of	cancelled	events	and	isolaKon,	we	are	extremely	disappointed	with	the	
cancellaKon	of	the	2021	event,	but	are	looking	forward	to	opening	the	gates	at	VanDusen	on	the	Victoria	Day	
Weekend	date	of	Saturday	May	21,	2022,	seeing	the	classics	roll	in	and	welcoming	everyone	back	safely	and	in	
grand	style	to	our	much	cherished	garden	party	for	all	classic	car	enthusiasts,”	said	Joan	Stewart	event	co-chair.	
Mark	your	calendars	and	plan	forward	to	Saturday	May	21,	2022	for	the	return	of	The	Greatest	Show	on	BriKsh	
Wheels.	RegistraKon	details	will	be	announced	in	early	fall.	

Joan	&	Patrick	Stewart
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1959	Morgan	Plus	4	Sold	Last	Month	
By	Steve	Blake	(from	Bring-a-Trailer)	

This	1959	Morgan	Plus	4	was	originally	delivered	to	Sterne’s	
Garage	in	Sidney,	BriKsh	Columbia	and	was	acquired	by	the	
seller	in	2015	as	a	disassembled	project	that	had	been	
parKally	refurbished	by	its	late	owner,	including	the	frame	
being	refurbished	by	Reg	Beer	Coachbuilder.	Work	carried	
out	during	current	ownership	included	a	repaint,	an	engine	
overhaul,	and	refreshment	of	the	electrical	system,	interior,	
suspension,	and	brakes.		

Finished	in	Honda	Milano	Red	over	black	vinyl,	the	car	is	
powered	by	a	Triumph	2,138cc	inline-four	paired	with	a	
four-speed	manual	transmission.	AddiKonal	equipment	
includes	a	Brooklands	steering	wheel,	mahogany	
dashboard,	leather	strap,	and	knock-off	wire	wheels.	This	
Plus	4	is	now	offered	with	refurbishment	receipts	and	
photos,	spare	parts,	a	tonneau	cover,	a	soQ	top	frame	and	
side	curtains,	and	Ontario	registraKon.	

Sold	for	US$24,000	
On	September	8,	2021
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Barn	Finds,	AucKons,	InteresKng	Cars	For	Sale,	and	Other	News	
This	secKon	will	report	sales,	aucKon	results,	barn	finds,	interesKng	cars	offered	for	sale,	and	any	perKnent	
informaKon	regarding	purchase	and	sales	of	Morgans.	If	you	know	of	any	sales	or	recent	barn	finds,	please	email	
morganlink@telus.net	so	they	can	be	included.

Editor’s	Note:	
I	am	always	on	the	lookout	for	stories.	It	doesn’t	have	to	be	a	full	arKcle.	Point	form	works	and	I	can	write	it	for	you.	
Photos	are	greatly	appreciated.	Just	had	a	ride	in	your	Morgan?	Snap	a	photo	and	drop	me	a	line	telling	me	where	
you	went.	Did	a	repair	or	maintenance	on	your	Morgan?	Tell	me	what	you	did.	If	you	are	about	to	do	a	project,	even	
a	very	small	one,	snap	a	photo	and	share	with	us.	See	a	Morgan	when	you	are	out	and	about,	snap	a	photo	and	send	
it	to	me.	Thanks	to	all	of	you	who	have	been	keeping	me	supplied	with	material!

This	2005	Morgan	Aero	8	was	bid	to	US$82,501	on	BaT	
on	September	29,	2021	but	did	not	meet	reserve.

This	1964	Morgan	4/4	sold	on	BaT	for	US$30,500	on	
October	22,	2021.

This	1958	Morgan	Plus	4	sold	on	BaT	for	US$46,000	on	
October	29,	2021.
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PACMOG	Regalia	
Contact	Brian	Nixon	for	any	regalia	requests		nixon.b@outlook.com	

Steve	Sille]	
Delta	LocaKon:	

Unit	2,	6455	64th	Street	
Delta,	BC		V4K	4E2	

Vancouver	Island	LocaKon:	
9709	Youbou	Road	
Youbou,	BC		V0R	3E1	

604-530-1433							www.panelcraQ.ca	

mailto:nixon.b@outlook.com
mailto:nixon.b@outlook.com
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2021	Membership:	

Membership	is	only	$10	

Make	out	cheques	to	“PACMOG”																																																		

Send	dues	and	completed	form	to:	

Pat	Miles,	PACMOG	Treasurer	

15410	Kildare	Drive	

Surrey,	BC		V3S	6B9	

Pacific Morgan 

Owners Group

2021	Membership	ApplicaKon	

(Please	print	in	block	le]ers)

Date	__________________________________		New	____________		Renewal	_____________	

Last	Name	___________________________________________		First	Name	______________________________________________________	

Spouse/Partner	Last	Name	________________________		First	Name	______________________________________________________	

Address	__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

City	__________________________________	Province/State	___________________	Postal	/	Zip	_________________________________	

Home	Phone	______________________________	Cell	_________________________________	Other	________________________________	

Email	Address	__________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

Spouse/Partner	Email	_________________________________________________________________________________________________	

Morgans	–	Continue	on	the	back	if	you	have	more	than	two!	

1.	Year	_____________	Model	___________________	2-seater	____	4-seater	____	Colour	___________________________________	

					Engine	___________________________________	Chassis	Number	_______________________________________	

Unique	or	notable	characteristics	______________________________________________________________________________	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

2.	Year	_____________	Model	___________________	2-seater	____	4-seater	____	Colour	___________________________________	

					Engine	___________________________________	Chassis	Number	_______________________________________	

Unique	or	notable	characteristics	______________________________________________________________________________	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	
Member's	names,	addresses,	telephone	numbers,	email	and	Chassis/VIN	numbers	are	
published	to	other	PACMOG	Members	in	the	Roster.	You	may	opt	out	if	you	DO	NOT	want	your	
informaKon	published	by	placing	a	check	mark	here.	__________	


