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From	the	Editor’s	Desk…

From	a	wet	Spring	to	a	sunny	Summer!	What	great	days	to	drive	our	Morgans.	I	hope	you	are	taking	advantage	of	
the	great	weather	to	get	some	quality	seat	time	in	your	4/4,	Plus	4,	Plus	8	or	Roadster.	It	is	especially	nice	for	3-
wheelers	but	unfortunately,	we	only	have	two	in	our	club,	one	under	restoration	and	one	in	Ontario.	


When	I	open	my	email	in	the	morning,	I	am	often	pleasantly	surprised	with	contributions	for	the	Morgan	Link	
coming	in	from	all	over	the	world.	It	gives	our	magazine	a	depth	that	we	cannot	get	from	just	our	local	stories.	This	
month	we	have	Machiel	Kalf	from	the	Netherlands	telling	about	his	exposition	on	the	60th	anniversary	of	Morgan’s	
class	win	at	the	1962	Le	Mans	24	Hour,	Brian	and	Cindy	Tomalin	from	Australia	both	supplying	photos,	Andrew	Smith	
sending	a	photo	from	Shelsley	Walsh	Hillclimb	in	the	UK,	Valentin	Tanase	treats	us	to	artwork	from	Romania,	Jacques	
Gallien	provides	some	captivating	photos	of	women	with	Morgans,	Dennis	Glavis	from	California	sent	two	articles,	
one	on	Morgan’s	race	with	the	GTR	at	Laguna	Seca	and	another	with	a	report	on	a	
Coffee	and	Cars	at	the	Petersen	Museum,	and	Lori	Van	Houten	Frick	from	
Pennsylvania	sent	a	photo	pictorial	on	Mog	50	at	Luray	Virginia.	A	little	closer	to	
home,	Stephen	Way	sent	a	report	on	Antique	and	Classic	Car	Show	in	Salmon	Arm	
and	Tom	Morris	wrote	about	the	Sunshine	Coast	Tour	this	month.	Laurel	Gurnsey’s	
article	explains	how	to	keep	warm	in	a	Morgan.	We	will	“tuck”	those	ideas	away	for	
hopefully	another	month	or	two	before	our	top-down	Autumn	drives	begin.	


Chris	Bright	shares	the	history	of	MOMO	in	his	column	and	Gary	Bell	shows	how	to	
make	a	fog	light	bracket.	Other	stories	include	another	segment	of	restoring	
fenders,	the	trials	and	tribulations	of	fitting	a	new	gear	shift	knob,	and	the	
interesting	exploits	of	Prudence	Fawcett	who	raced	a	Morgan	at	Le	Mans	in	1938.	A	
truly	remarkable	feat.


Enjoy	your	reading!


																																																																																						The	Morgan	Link																																															


						August	2022																					Editor	–	Steve	Blake																						sblake@telus.net


The	Morgan	Link	is	the	nearly	monthly	magazine	of	the	PACIFIC	MORGAN	OWNERS	GROUP,	a	non-profit	organization	serving	Morgan	
automobile	enthusiasts	and	friends	across	the	globe.	


Copyright	©	2022	by	PACIFIC	MORGAN	OWNERS	GROUP.																																																																						


Permission	must	be	requested	to	reproduce	any	portions	of	this	magazine.	If	granted,	give	PACMOG	credit,	acknowledging	the	issue,	
author,	source,	or	photographer	stated.	Email	the	editor	for	permission.


Submitting	Material	for	Publication:		Email	content	to	the	above	address.		Deadline:	10th	of	the	month	of	publication	or	by	special	
arrangement	from	the	editor.	Ask	for	an	extension,	you	will	most	likely	get	it!


Submissions	by	email	preferred.	Text	should	be	in	.doc,	.docx,	.txt,	or	.rtf	formats.	Pdf	files	would	need	to	allow	full	access	to	change	
content.	Photos	should	be	sent	in	as	high	a	resolution	as	possible.	Send	photos	separate	from	articles.	The	Editor	reserves	the	right	to	
edit	material	for	style,	content,	relevance,	collegiality,	spelling,	grammar,	length,	and	appropriateness	for	the	Morgan	Link.


Advertising:		Limited	non-commercial	advertising	is	free	to	members.	Commercial	advertising	is	available	at	a	cost	of	$25	for	a	business	
card	size	for	one	year.	Business	card	size	is	approximately	1/8th	of	a	page.	Larger	ads	are	accepted	at	-	Full	page	-	$200,	half	page	$100,	
and	1/4	page	is	$50	per	year	for	the	number	of	issues	be	publish	(8-12).


Disclaimer:		While	we	make	an	effort	to	ensure	that	material	presented	in	the	Morgan	Link	is	accurate,	neither	PACMOG,	nor	its	
directors,	or	the	authors	can	be	held	responsible	for	any	inaccuracy	or	error	in	any	article	or	advertisement.	It	is	up	to	the	readers	to	
satisfy	themselves	that	any	technical	or	other	advice,	solution,	method,	material,	product	or	service	is	right	for	them	and	their	vehicle.	


Respectfully,                                                   
Steve Blake

mailto:morganlink@telus.net
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We	have	not	had	an	executive	meeting	for	some	time.	In	a	
way,	that	is	a	good	thing	meaning	we	have	no	urgent	issues.	
However,	on	the	other	hand,	it	is	always	good	for	us	to	touch	
base	in	a	more	formal	setting	once	in	a	while	rather	than	
conducting	all	our	business	by	email.	Once	everyone	returns	
from	holidays,	we	will	have	a	meeting	so,	please	send	us	any	
ideas,	concerns	or	issues	you	would	like	to	see	discussed.	


This	month,	I	thought	it	would	be	a	good	idea	to	get	people	
thinking	of	putting	their	names	forward	for	positions	on	the	
executive	for	next	year.	We	will	need	to	know	by	December	
your	intentions	so	we	can	inform	the	club	in	the	appropriate	
way	and	by	the	dates	laid	out	by	our	By-Laws	and	the	Society	
Act.	Our	next	AGM	will	be	in	February	2023.


Please	remember	that	the	people	on	the	executive	have	not	
signed	up	for	a	lifetime	term!	Many	have	been	on	the	
executive	since	the	club’s	inception	back	in	2015.	It	is	healthy	
for	any	organization	to	have	change	and	to	get	fresh	
perspectives	and	ideas.	We	have	190	members	and	only	13	
have	ever	held	a	position	on	the	executive.	It	should	be	
reasonable	to	think	we	can	find	replacements	for	the	
upcoming	term.	Please,	put	some	thought	into	it	so	the	
current	volunteers	can	have	a	break.	Without	new	people	
coming	forward,	we	risk	the	club	folding	because	we	cannot	
fill	a	slate	of	members	willing	to	do	their	part	in	keeping	the	
club	alive.	


We	vote	for	the	Chair,	Vice-Chair,	and	Treasurer.	The	rest	of	
the	elected	executive	are	members-at-large	and	they	decide	
which	roles	they	would	like	to	fill.	Some	roles	can	be	done	by	
volunteers	not	on	the	executive.	We	do	need	all	of	the	roles	
filled	including	webmaster,	editor,	secretary,	
communications,	events,	membership,	regalia,	Island	and	
Inland	liaison,	and	any	other	tasks	needed	to	fulfil	the	wishes	
of	the	club.	All	of	the	above	positions	are	up	for	renewal	and,	
I	believe,	you	would	not	get	an	argument	from	anyone	
currently	doing	any	of	the	roles	if	you	would	like	to	replace	
them.	


There	will	be	change	this	year	because	the	term	for	the	Chair	
ends	and	somebody	new	must	take	over.	Others	have	voiced	
their	desire	to	step	aside.	Please	consider	helping	out.


PACMOG	Directors

Chair,	Editor


Steve	Blake


sblake@telus.net

Vice	Chair,	Webmaster				
Tom	Morris


tomm8847@telus.net

Events																								
Ken	Miles	
kengmiles@telus.net

Communications																						
Chris	Brunt-Tompsett


cabt@shaw.ca


Island	and	Inland	
Liaison																						
Jane	Cowan	
janecowan@shaw.ca


Treasurer																											
Pat	Miles


pat_miles@hotmail.com	

Membership,	Regalia		
Brian	Nixon


nixon.b@outlook.com

Executive	Report	-	August	2022

By	Steve	Blake

New	Members


No	new	members	this	month!
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This	month’s	cover	photo	was	submitted	by	Brian	
Tomalin	of		John	Merton’s	1949	Morgan	Flatrad.

Contributors

Thank	you	to	the	following	people	for	contributing	
articles,	photos,	ideas,	or	opinions	to	make	this	magazine	
a	success.


Susan	Blake,	Dave	Doroghy,	Ken	Miles,	Pat	Leask,	Andrew	
Smith,	Tom	Morris,	James	Gilbert	(MMC),	Alistair	Crooks,		
Valentin	Tanase,	Jacques	Gallien,	Gary	Bell,	Laurel	
Gurnsey,	Roger	Mulloy,	Chris	Bright,	Brian	Tomalin,	Cindy	
Tomalin,	Dennis	Glavis,	Chris	and	Alayne	Brunt-Tompsett,	
Stephen	Way,	Lori	Van	Houten	Frick,	Angus	MacKenzie,	
Machiel	Kalf,	Charles	Trevalyn	


PACMOG	Constitution:


The	 purpose	 of	 the	 society	 is	 to	 encourage	 the	
restoration,	preservation	and	enjoyment	of	all	Morgan	
Motor	 Company	 vehicles.	 The	 group	 will	 foster	
communication,	cooperation,	education	and	recreation	
among	 all	 members	 by	 holding	 regular	 monthly	
meetings	 as	 well	 as	 drives,	 social	 events,	 shows	 and	
other	events	related	to	cars.	By	doing	this	we	can	enjoy	
the	 company	 of	 other	 enthusiasts	 and	 share	 our	
passion	 with	 members	 of	 the	 public	 as	 well	 as	
PACMOG	members.

Non-voting	member	attending	
Board	Meetings	as	Secretary


Susan	Blake

susanblake@telus.net		


PACMOG	is	affiliated	with:

The	Morgan	Sports	Car	Club	(MSCC)	UK

The	Morgan	Sports	Car	Club	of	Canada

The	Morgan	Historic	Register

British	Car	Council	Inc.


Insured	with	Aviva	Insurance	Company	of	Canada	
through	Arthur	J.	Gallagher	Canada	Limited

Markham,	ON		L6G	1C3


mailto:susanblake@telus.net


The	Morgan	Link 5 August	2022

On	the	Road!


This	section	highlights	Morgan	cars	spotted	on	the	road	or	parked	in	scenic	locations.	

Send	in	your	photos!


Cindy Tomalin’s photo of her and Brian’s Morgan on an early Morgan run in Australia

Bottom - Dennis and Pamela Glavis driving down the Big Sur Coast
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Andrew	Smith	photo	at	the	Shelsley	Walsh	Hillclimb	-	July	2022
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Sunshine	Coast	Run


By	Tom	Morris


	


PacMOG’s	Sunshine	Coast	Run	on	August	3,	2022,	seemed	doomed	before	we’d	turned	a	wheel.		The	event	had	
been	scheduled	for	a	Wednesday	to	avoid	the	weekend	rush	on	the	Horseshoe	Bay	to	Langdale	ferry.		Alas,	it	was	
to	no	avail.		No	sooner	had	we	announced	the	date	and	time,	when	all	the	available	ferry	reservations	for	the	
outgoing	sailing	were	gone.		I’m	sure	the	thought	of	lining	up	at	the	terminal,	on	the	off-chance	of	getting	on	the	
ferry,	was	more	than	enough	to	put	off	a	lot	of	perspective	attendees.		Jon	Moss	bravely	tried	that	approach	but	
missed	getting	on	the	boat	by	a	hair	–	good	effort,	Jon!		Ken	and	Pat	Miles	and	the	Brunt-Tompsetts	got	around	the	
problem	by	coming	over	a	day	early,	and	the	Blakes	perseverance	paid	off	when	a	reservation	suddenly	became	
available.		As	well	as	a	difficult	ferry	situation,	we	also	faced	a	less	than	appealing	weather	forecast.		Rain	was	
predicted	for	the	3rd,	right	in	the	middle	of	a	run	of	fine	sunny	days.


In	spite	of	all	that,	the	fact	is	we	had	a	great	run.		We	had	five	Morgans	(4	of	them	local	to	the	coast),	plus	a	
number	of	coaster-folk	in	other	Brit-cars,	as	well	as	some	who,	for	a	variety	of	reasons,	had	to	bring	their	moderns.		
The	final	tally	was,	I	think,	9	member’s	cars	and	4	guest	Brit-cars.		Quite	a	respectable	turnout,	all	things	
considered.
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We	began	the	drive	with	a	run	down	the	lightly	travelled	and	twisting	Port	Mellon	Highway,	then	back	up	through	
Lower	Gibsons	and	out	around	Gower	Point.		A	short	blast	down	the	highway	brought	us	to	the	outskirts	of	
Roberts	Creek.		Then	it	was	off	down	Lower	Road,	through	the	tiny	village	centre,	and	out	along	Beach	Avenue	
before	rejoining	Sunshine	Coast	Highway	for	the	run	to	Sechelt.		Avoiding	the	highway	again,	we	travelled	along	
the	eastern	side	of	the	Sechelt	Peninsula,	with	occasional	views	of	beautiful	Sechelt	Inlet.		After	another	
unavoidable	run	along	the	highway,	we	veered	left	down	Redrooffs	Road	toward	Halfmoon	Bay.		Redrooffs	is	a	
splendid	little	road,	twisting	and	turning,	rising	and	falling	for	about	10	km	before	rejoining	Hwy	101.		We	had	a	
longer	run	on	the	highway	this	time,	with	just	a	brief	diversion	along	Mercer	Rd,	to	arrive	in	the	Pender	Harbour	
area.		At	that	point	we	hung	a	left	onto	Francis	Penninsula	Rd,	which	eventually	took	us	through	the	centre	of	
Madiera	Park.		Next	up	was	the	best	part	of	the	coast	highway	to	drive	in	a	Morgan.		Sharp	turns	are	connected	by	
more	open	curves	and	short	stretches	of	straight	road	led	to	the	turn	towards	Egmont	and	the	Backeddy	Pub,	
where	we	stopped	for	a	bite	to	eat	and	a	well-deserved	beverage.


After	lunch	we	all	parted	ways,	visitors	back	to	Langdale	to	catch	the	ferry	back	and	the	locals	off	to	their	homes	
here	on	the	coast.		Oh,	and	what	about	that	rain,	you	ask?		Hardly	a	drop	fell	–	Sunshine	Coast,	eh?!!


(Photos	top	left	Chris	and	Alayne	Brunt-Tompsett,	the	rest	Steve	Blake)


Thanks	to	Tom	Morris	for	organizing	a	great	tour!
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(Steve	and	Susan	Blake	photos)



The	Morgan	Link 10 August	2022

Out	of	Range!

Petersen	Automotive	Museum	Cars	and	Coffee	-	July	31,	2022


By	Dennis	Glavis


One	of	our	members	was	fortunate	enough	to	be	able	to	attend	the	July	31st	edition	of	Cars	and	Coffee	at	the	
Petersen	Automotive	Museum.	There	are	several	of	these	over	the	summer	and	a	great	place	to	go	to	see	a	wide	
range	of	exotic	cars.	Dennis	Glavis	drove	his	wife’s	Morgan,	named	Elvira,	and	garnered	a	good	spot	next	to	a	
300SL	Mercedes	Benz.	If	you	are	in	California,	make	the	Petersen	Automotive	Museum	a	destination	and	if	you	
can	time	it	to	a	Cars	and	Coffee	event,	you	will	certainly	enjoy	the	gathering	of	exotic	cars.


(Top	photos	by	Dennis	Glavis,	Bottom	photos	courtesy	of	Petersen	Automotive	Museum,	Los	Angeles)
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Report	from	the	Interior

By	Stephen	Way


Two	PACMOG	members	attended	the	first	post-covid	Antique	and	Classic	Car	Show	put	on	by	the	RJ	Haney	Village	
Museum	in	Salmon	Arm.	Well	over	200	cars	were	shown	among	the	old	building	exhibits.	Peoples	Choice	Awards	
only	with	my	1980	Morgan	+8	placing	first	in	the	Foreign	car	class	and	Simon	Lewin's	1965	Morgan	+4	placing	
second.	(There	were	more	than	two	foreign	cars	in	the	class	!)	Picture	of	Stephen’s	Brunswick	Green	Morgan	Plus	
8	below	and	Simon	Lewin’s	Cream	and	Burgundy	Morgan	Plus	4	on	the	next	page


Out	with	the	Old	English	Car	Club	(Thompson	Valley)	friends	for	an	evening	drive	in	R8725.	(picture	of	4	cars	on	
the	next	page).


About	a	month	ago	while	I	was	out	on	my	driveway,	a	fellow	stopped	to	look	at	and	talk	about	my	Morgan	(and	E-
Type),	as	often	happens.	A	retired	mechanic,	he	later	stopped	back	to	give	me	copies	of	pictures	he	took	on	his	
last,	(first	was	in	1960's),	visit	to	the	Morgan	factory	in	1997	where	he	took	this	picture	of	the	Morgan	worker	
making	the	radiator	grille	in	a	very	old	jig.	I	suspect	many	of	our	cars	grille's	were	made	in	that	same	jig.	(picture	
of	man	making	Morgan	grille	on	the	next	page.)
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(Photos	submitted	by	Stephen	Way)
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2022	Mog	50	Pictorial

By	Lori	Van	Houten	Frick


The	Morgan	Car	Club	of	Washington,	DC,	organizes	an	annual	event,	this	year	called	the	MOG	50.	The	event	has	
suffered	a	double	postponement	due	to	Covid.	It	was	originally	scheduled	for	2020,	then	2021,	and	now	finally	
held	on	July	1-3,	2022.	The	event	was	held	at	the	Mimslyn	Inn	in	Luray,	Virginia.	


Unfortunately,	we	were	not	able	to	bring	a	Morgan	this	year	as	we	needed	to	bring	our	tent	and	material	for	our	
vendor	booth.	Instead	we	arrived	in	our	2019	GMC	dually!	However,	two	of	our	previous	cars	were	in	attendance.	
We	sold	our	2020	Morgan	Roadster	to	a	customer	--	Terry	Patterson	of	Silver	Spring,	MD.		That's	the	Mini	Pepper	
White	/	Green	Hood	Roadster	in	front	of	our	booth	(below).		We	also	restored	the	1967	Morgan	Plus	4,	4-seater.		
It's	painted	in	National	Trust	Green	with	Black	Interior,	belonging	to	Dabney	Oakley	of	Lottsburg,	VA	(top	Page	15).	
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(Lori	Van	Houten	Frick	photos)
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How	MOMO	Revolutionized	the	Steering	Wheel

By	Chris	Bright


When	you	use	a	MOMO	steering	wheel,	you	remember	it.	The	tight	diameter,	the	beefy,	ergonomic	grip,	and	
supple	leather	wrap	make	any	car	feel	like	a	Grand	Prix	car.	Before	MOMO	arrived	in	the	mid-60s,	steering	wheels	
were	mostly	an	afterthought,	but	MOMO	ushered	in	a	new	era	with	its	advanced	design	that	gave	the	driver	a	
performance	advantage.


The	man	behind	the	wheel	was	the	charismatic	Gianpiero	Moretti,	an	amateur	racer	who	was	all	of	24-years	old	
when	he	came	up	with	the	design.	For	decades,	he	was	a	popular	fixture	in	the	pitlane	at	races	across	the	U.S.	and	
Europe.	In	fact,	he	accrued	so	much	influence	that	he	was	able	to	cajole	the	Ferrari	factory	into	building	the	
dominant	333P	in	the	mid-90s,	which	was	the	last	car	from	Maranello	to	win	overall	at	a	major	24-hour	race.	

It	has	been	a	decade	since	Moretti’s	death	due	to	cancer,	so	what	better	time	to	get	a	grip	on	his	innovation,	
passion,	and	legacy!


Mother	of	Invention

Moretti	was	born	in	Milan	in	1940	and	always	had	a	fascination	with	cars.	The	
son	of	a	wealthy	pharmaceutical	family,	he	was	an	ambitious	young	man.	While	
at	university	in	Pavia	pursuing	a	degree	in	political	science,	he	simultaneously	
found	his	way	into	amateur	auto	racing.


Back	in	those	days,	steering	wheels	were	all	the	same	whether	you	were	in	a	
Formula	One	car	or	a	road	car.	The	had	three	or	four	spokes,	were	built	of	
aluminum	with	a	few	holes	drilled	out,	and	had	a	thin	wooden	rim	with	a	15-
inch	diameter	(plus	or	minus).	Despite	having	the	dimensions	of	a	pizza	plate,	
they	were	all	standard	issue,	did	the	job,	and,	frankly,	no	one	gave	it	a	second	
thought.	No	one	but	Moretti,	he	had	a	better	idea.
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In	1964,	he	had	a	friend	build	a	custom	
steering	wheel.	He	wanted	more	feel,	so	
his	design	took	a	different	approach.	It	was	
a	tighter	design,	13	inches	in	diameter,	
with	a	significantly	thicker	grip	encased	in	
leather.	


This	radical	wheel	design	caught	the	
immediate	attention	of	all	the	other	drivers	
who	were	clamoring	for	them,	so	he	did	his	
best	to	fulfill	their	requests.	One	driver	in	
particular,	heard	about	it	and	asked	for	it.	It	
was	John	Surtees,	the	motorcycle	world	
champion	turned	Ferrari	Formula	One	
driver.	Despite	the	protestations	of	Enzo	
Ferrari	himself,	Surtees	used	that	steering	
wheel	to	become	the	1964	World	
Champion	behind	the	wheel	of	the	Ferrari	
158	Formula	One	car.


‍MOMO	Takes	Flight

With	that	notoriety,	Moretti	started	his	company	MOMO,	which	is	short	for	“Moretti	Monza,”	in	1966.	For	the	first	
few	years,	it	was	manufacturing	steering	wheels	strictly	for	the	racing	industry.	Seemingly	overnight,	every	race	car	
from	single-seaters	to	prototype	sports	cars,	had	small,	chunky,	black	steering	wheels.	They	were	a	sensation!	


Built	on	the	success	in	racing,	road	car	manufacturers	were	knocking	on	MOMO’s	door.	The	company,	then	based	
in	Verona,	was	building	light-alloy	wheels	for	road	cars.	Its	first	customer:	Ferrari,	naturally.	Through	the	1970s	and	
1980s,	MOMO	was	working	with	a	“who’s	who”	of	
carmakers,	including	Aston	Martin,	Citröen,	
Daihatsu,	Fiat,	Honda,	Isuzu,	Mazda,	Mitsubishi,	
Nissan,	Opel,	Porsche,	Peugeot,	Renault,	Rolls-
Royce,	Saab,	Subaru,	Suzuki,	Toyota,	Volkswagen,	
and	Volvo.	


However,	MOMO	never	stopped	focusing	on	
motorsports,	and	continued	to	have	success.	Drivers	
like	Andretti,	Lauda,	Mansell,	and	Schumacher	(plus	
so	many	more)	all	used	MOMO.	By	the	early	90s,	
the	company	had	expanded	its	offerings	with	fire-
resistant	clothing,	gloves,	shoes,	and	helmets


Last	Gentleman	Driver

MOMO’s	founder	Gianpiero	Moretti	continued	to	
race	and	as	his	fortunes	improved,	he	also	became	a	
team	owner	from	the	1970s	through	the	1990s.	He	
was	referred	to	as	"the	last	of	the	gentleman	racers"	
because	he	was	refined	and	determined,	yet	he	only	won	on	rare	occasions.


His	cars	were	instantly	recognizable	with	their	red	and	yellow	livery	and	huge	MOMO	logo	emblazoned	on	the	
side.	In	1970,	Moretti	raced	in	the	U.S.	for	the	first	time	at	the	24	Hours	of	Daytona,	earning	an	inauspicious	32nd	
place	driving	a	Ferrari.	This	started	his	quest	to	win	this	iconic	race.
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In	the	1990s,	he	was	in	his	late	fifties,	and	his	career	was	winding	down.	He	persuaded	Ferrari,	along	with	then	
Ferrari	North	America	president	Gian	Luigi	Buitoni,	to	build	a	car	that	could	win	the	famed	American	endurance	
race	at	Daytona.	The	Ferrari	333SP	was	born,	the	project	carrying	the	codename	"The	American	Dream."	It	had	a	
V12	with	five	valves	per	cylinder	that	could	produce	641	bhp.	The	chassis	was	a	carbon	tub	built	by	Dallara,	with	
the	car	being	prepared	by	Doran.


Oh	my,	did	that	plan	ever	work	out!	Team	MOMO	won	the	24	Hours	at	Daytona	in	1998	with	the	driver	line-up	of	
Mauro	Baldi,	Arie	Luyendyk,	Didier	Theys,	and	Moretti.	With	a	healthy	lead	in	hand,	the	Italian	team	owner/driver	
arranged	to	be	behind	the	wheel	to	take	the	checkered	flag	at	the	finish.	What	emotions	the	57-year-old	must	
have	been	feeling	after	winning	on	his	15th	attempt!	Moretti	ended	up	having	a	historic	year.	He	also	conquered	
the	12	Hours	of	Sebring	as	well	as	the	Watkins	Glen	Six-Hour	race	in	the	same	year.	He	is	the	only	driver	to	have	
accomplished	that	feat.	


‍MOMO	Today

MOMO	has	experienced	a	lot	of	change	in	recent	decades.	First,	Moretti	sold	it	to	the	American	outfit	Breed	
Technologies,	which	was	subsequently	acquired	by	the	private	equity	firm	Carlyle	Group.	In	2003,	the	group	was	
purchased	by	another	group	of	investors	that	wanted	to	preserve	the	company’s	heritage.


	The	company	is	now	headquartered	in	Milan	and	sells	performance	and	aftermarket	products.	New	additions	to	
the	line-up	include	tires	and	alloy	wheels.	However,	they	still	focus	on	motorsports,	and	have	leading	drivers	using	
their	steering	wheels	and	other	equipment	across	GP2,	all	the	way	to	NASCAR.	


Gianpiero	Moretti	lost	a	long	battle	with	cancer	in	2012.	While	he	is	no	longer	with	us,	his	legacy	lives	on	as	he	
truly	revolutionized	what	a	steering	wheel	could	be.	His	innovation	became	the	template	for	nearly	all	that	have	
been	produced	since.


References:

• 	About	MOMO,	MOMO	Corporate	Website

• 	Giampiero	Moretti	-	Entrepreneur	Racing	Driver,	Italy	On	This	Day,	March	18,	2018

• 	Grand-Am:	Momo	founder	Gianpiero	Moretti	dead	at	age	71,	Autoweek,	January	15,	2012

• 	Hevesi,	Dennis,	Gianpiero	Moretti,	Modernizer	of	Racecar	Steering	Wheels,	Dies	at	71,	New	York	Times,	

March	3,	2012

• 	Melissen,	Wouter,	Ferrari	333	SP,	Ultimate	Car	Page,	January	25,	2013

• 	Nugnes,	Franco,	Addio	"Momo",	pilota	gentleman	del	Cavallino,	Motorsport.com,	January	15,	2012

• 	Vack,	Pete,	Gianpiero	Moretti:	A	Tribute,	VeloceToday.com,	January	18,	2012

https://momo.com/en-us/content/about-momo
https://www.italyonthisday.com/2018/03/giampiero-moretti-entrepreneur-racing-driver-momo.html
https://www.autoweek.com/racing/more-racing/a1968486/grand-am-momo-founder-gianpiero-moretti-dead-age-71/
https://www.nytimes.com/2012/02/04/business/gianpiero-moretti-modernizer-of-racecar-steering-wheels-dies-at-71.html
https://www.ultimatecarpage.com/img/Ferrari-333-SP-129538.html
https://it.motorsport.com/gt/news/addio-a-giampiero-moretti-il-pilota-gentleman-del-cavallino/579117/
https://velocetoday.com/gianpiero-moretti-a-tribute/
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T h r e e  w h e e l e r s 
NEW  2023 Morgan Super3 
Three Wheeler – Order 
yours today as US vehicles 
soon to begin production
2021 Morgan Three Wheeler – 
Sport Black, Black Leather // one 
off black knight aerosquadron ed.
1933 Morgan MX4 Super Sport 
– Silver, Matchless water-cooled 
engine // ground up restoration

1930 Morgan Aero Van – MX4 
Vee twin engine, Pozzi Blue, Scarlet 
red leather // fully restored

R O A D S T E R S
NEW  2023 Morgan Plus Six – 
the new era of performance and 
refinement // order your example

NEW  2023 Morgan Plus 
Four – automatic, eight 
speed paddle shifter or six 
speed manual transmission 
NEW  2019 Morgan 3.7 
liter Roadster – Sports 
Ivory, Black Leather
2019 Morgan Plus Four 
– Polished aluminum with 
BRG wings // 0.85k miles!
2005 Morgan Aero 8 – 
Connaught Green / Harvest 
Moon Beige // 4.4-liter bmw

A N N I V E R S A R Y  E D I T I O N S
2003 Morgan Plus 8 – Ivory 
exterior, Black Yarwood 
Leather // 10.8k miles!
2003 Morgan Plus 8 – Royal Ivory, 
Mulberry Leather // 18k miles!
2002 Morgan Plus 8 – Rolls 
Royce Garnet Metallic, Gray 
Leather // 35k miles!

2001 Morgan Plus 8 – 
BRG, Tan Leather // 6 litre 
ls2 corvette powered!
1998 Morgan Plus 8 – BRG, 
Tan Leather // 12k miles!
1984 Morgan Plus 8 Isis Turbo 
conversion – Special Corsa Red/
Cinnamon leather, Propane-
powered car // huge price reduction

1967 Morgan Plus 4 low body – 
Burgandy body/Black wings, Black 
vinyl // beautiful driving example!
1963 Morgan Plus 4 SuperSport 
– Dark Blue, Black leather, 
Black 72 spoke wire wheels 
// legendary racing record!
1954 Morgan Plus 4 – Yellow, 
Black interior, interim-cowl 
example // right-hand-drive

1929 Morgan/GN Blackburne 
Aero – Single seater, racing 
history // one of a kind

O T H E R  M A R Q U E S
NEW  2022 Allard J2X 
MkIII – Coming soon!
1974 Lotus Europa – 
Twin Cam 5-speed!
1965 Sunbeam Tiger Mk1A 
– Race Rally Prepped!
1962 Fiat O.S.C.A. 1500s Cabriolet 
by Pininfarina. Perfection!

DENNIS GLAVIS, MANAGING 
DIRECTOR 
3003 PICO BOULEVARD 
SANTA MONICA, CA 90405

(310) 998-3311  
dennis@morganwest.net

W W W.MORGANWES T.NE T
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Staying	Warm	and	Cozy	in	a	Morgan

By	Laurel	Gurnsey


Piling	into	a	modern	car	to	drive	through	snowy	streets	usually	means	dragging	on	our	boots,	a	winter	coat	and	a	
pair	of	gloves	and	waiting	for	the	first,	welcome	blasts	of	warm	air	from	the	car	heater.	Maybe	a	few	
uncomfortable	moments	while	you	scrape	the	ice	off	the	windshield.	But	we	don’t	have	to	shiver	for	long.

	

It	hasn’t	always	been	so	easy	to	stay	toasty	while	on	the	road.	The	couple	in	the	carriage	in	the	painting	by	Richard	
de	Wolfe	would	have	had	to	pull	on	multiple	layers.	They	would	likely	have	heated	up	some	bricks	by	the	fireplace	
and	wrapped	them	in	a	fur-lined	lap	robe	that	would	be	tucked	in	around	their	chilled	feet.	Fur	hats,	fur	mittens,	a	
fur	hand	muff,	large	capes	and	hot	apple	cider	would	help.

	

My	mother	and	uncle	grew	up	on	the	prairies	in	Alberta,	Canada.	They	both	remembered	keeping	their	mittens	
over	their	noses	on	the	way	to	school	in	the	family	sleigh.	(One	way	to	keep	chilled	fingers	warm	was	to	put	
roasted	chestnuts	in	those	mittens.)	They	would	sometimes	get	an	unexpected,	cold	shock,	when	the	snow	that	
packed	into	the	hooves	of	their	horse,	‘Lady’,	would	let	go	and	fly	(perfect	little	snowballs)	into	their	faces.	

	

Even	today,	there	are	those	of	us	with	Morgans	that	don’t	have	heaters	or	even	tops.	Some	of	our	cars	don’t	have	a	
heater	but	luckily,	once	we	get	going,	there	is	enough	heat	coming	off	the	engine	to	keep	our	feet	warm.

	

When	Colin	and	I	went	on	the	Bentley	Alaska	Tour,	our	group	hit	some	bitterly	cold	days,	even	in	June,	and	a	few	
days	it	poured	with	rain.	The	W.O.	Bentley	participants	have	a	code	of	honor	that	doesn’t	permit	them	to	put	up	
the	tops	on	their	cars.		They	have	to	dress	for	the	weather.	So	it	helped	that	we’d	supplied	our	group	with	heavy,	
hooded	‘Stormtech’	jackets.	(Note	photo	of	participants,	Mary	and	Peter	Morelli,	from	New	Zealand,	in	their	1929	
4.5	litre	Bentley.)


(Sleigh	Ride	by	Richard	de	Wolfe)
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On	our	trip	to	Le	Mans,	France	for	a	Lagonda	
event,	we	met	drivers	who	needed	to	combat	the	
chill	with	heavy	fleece	flying	jackets.	Colin	owns	
one	of	those	jackets	and	a	pair	of	heavy	goggles	to	
keep	the	wind	and	cold	out	of	his	eyes.	He	bought	
them	originally	for	his	1934	MG	PA	‘Penelope’	but	
could	use	them	now	for	our	Morgan.	We	got	quite	
wet	on	a	recent	‘Jolly’	in	the	leaking	Morgan	and	
needed	our	heavy	coats.


Raccoon	coats	were	popular	with	college	students	
in	the	1920s	and	early	30s	and	even	spawned	a	
song	called	‘Doin’	the	Raccoon’.	The	coats	were	
usually	full-length	and	kept	people	warm	at	
college	football	games	as	well	as	in	their	cars.	
Vintage	raccoon	coats	can	be	found	on	eBay	for	a	
stunningly	wide	range	of	prices…anywhere	from	
$20	to	$4000.	Raccoon	coats	are	now	iconic	and	show	up	in	a	famous	photograph	by	James	Van	Der	Zee	of	a	
couple	by	their	Cadillac	in	1932	New	York.

Today,	heavy	leather	jackets,	polar	fleece	or	quilted	down	or	polyester	jackets	replace	the	raccoon	and	other	fur	
coats	of	the	past.


Colin	and	Laurel	Gurnsey	on	the	“Jolly”																										Courtesy	of	Google	Images	-	James	Van	Der	Zee


Vintage	lap	robes	show	up	on	various	auction	and	sales	websites	too.	Some	made	of	silk,	some	of	fur,	some	with	
plaid	designs.	And	again….a	huge	range	of	prices.		The	author	of	the	Southern	Wheels	blog	(http://
www.southernwheels.com)	didn’t	have	a	Classic	but	wrote	this	about	a	winter	experience	in	his	dad’s	1937	Chevy:

	

‘The	heater	in	the	old	Chevy	was	not	exactly	‘toasty’,	so	we	had	a	lap	robe	for	the	rear	passengers	and	thermoses	
of	hot	coffee	and	cider	to	take	off	the	chill.’


Morelli’s	1929	4.5	L	Bentley

http://www.southernwheels.com/
http://www.southernwheels.com/
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The	website	Classic	Car	Accessories.Org	(http://www.classiccaraccessories.org)	has	all	sorts	of	vintage	items	that	
would	be	perfect	for	keeping	the	cold	at	bay	in	your	Morgan	too.	They	range	from	lap	robes	to	thermos	kits	to	
hand	muffs	and	more.	The	hand	muff	is	mink	and	from	the	1930-1946	era.	Concept	Carz	(http://
www.conceptcarz.com)	mentions	a	lap	robe	donated	to	the	Canton	Classic	Car	Museum.	The	donating	family	
used	it	in	their	1937	Pierce	Arrow.

	

When	Colin	and	I	went	to	the	Louisville	Concours	two	years	ago	we	faced	some	bitter	mid-October	winds	on	the	
field.	Rather	envious	eyes	zeroed	in	on	a	gorgeous	fur	stole	worn	by	one	of	the	car	owners.	She	was	not	only	
beautifully	dressed,	but	was	warm!!


Well	worth	a	look	are	articles	about	the	invention	of	modern	earmuffs.	People	have	been	using	various	materials	
to	cover	icy	ears	ever	since	cave	men	wrapped	pelts	around	their	bodies.	But	apparently	Chester	Greenwood,	of	
Farmington,	Maine	holds	the	patent	for	earmuffs.	He	used	beaver	fur	and	velvet	to	make	his	own	ear	coverings	in	
1873.	A	fashion	item	was	born	and	he	went	on	to	apply	for	and	be	granted	a	patent	in	1877.	My	own	
grandmother	owned	a	pair	of	sealskin	earmuffs	and	a	matching	hand	muff	and	used	both	in	the	20s	and	30s.	

	

The	technical	history	of	car	heaters	is	interesting	and	this	is	a	bit	from	‘The	History	of	Car	Heaters’	(http://
www.ehow.com/about_5421362_history-car-heaters.html)

	

‘In	the	late	19th	century,	cars	were	seen	as	a	natural	evolutionary	step	up	from	horse-drawn	carriages.	Suffice	it	to	
say	expectations	were	low,	and	most	motorists	thought	of	cars	in	horse	terms---so	inclement	weather	meant	
staying	put.		Most	electric	and	gas-powered	cars	began	appearing	in	the	1880s	but	they	were	mostly	open-
bodied,	with	no	windows	and	certainly	no	heat.’

	

The	article	goes	on	to	say	that	as	cars	developed,	windows	were	added,	glass	windshields	put	in	and	portable	
heaters	were	used…some	of	the	same	gas	lamp	or	burners	that	had	been	used	in	horse	carriages.	Portable	
heaters	were	dangerous	though,	and	by	1929	the	first	real	heaters	were	turning	up	in	Ford	Model	A	cars.		Over	
the	years	heaters	have	become	much	more	sophisticated.

	

But,	in	spite	of	all	of	this	progress,	those	of	us	with	without	heaters	still	have	to	depend	on	the	same	layers	as	the	
couple	in	the	horse-drawn	sleigh.	Mittens,	neck	scarves	and	lap	robes.	Thermoses	of	hot	coffee.		And	pit	stops	at	
Tim	Hortons	or	Starbucks	to	warm	up.


																																					Sleigh	and	lap	robe																																																																								Hand	Muff


(Photos	submitted	by	Laurel	Gurnsey)

Article	first	published	in	the	Bumper	Guardian	-	Pacific	Northwest	Region	of	the	Classic	Car	Club	of	America							


http://www.classiccaraccessories.org/
http://www.conceptcarz.com/
http://www.conceptcarz.com/
http://www.ehow.com/about_5421362_history-car-heaters.html
http://www.ehow.com/about_5421362_history-car-heaters.html
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2023	Morgan	Super	3	First	Look:	All-New	Modern	Three-Wheeler	Coming	To	America

By	Angus	MacKenzie	(Courtesy	of	Motor	Trend)


Morgan	goes	back	to	its	roots	with	a	car	that’s	coming	to	America


The	first	car	the	Morgan	Motor	Company	built	113	years	ago	was	a	three-wheeler;	two	wheels	up	front	for	
steering	and	stability,	and	a	single	drive	wheel	at	the	rear.	In	fact,	until	1936	Morgan	built	nothing	but	three-
wheelers.	Over	a	century	later,	the	all-new	2023	Morgan	three-wheeler	might	be	the	most	important	yet.


Morgan	ended	three-wheeler	production	in	1952	as	more	affluent	post-war	customers	switched	to	its	four-
wheeled	sports	cars.	But	the	concept	was	revived	in	2012	with	the	retro-styled	3	Wheeler,	which	was	powered	by	
an	air-cooled,	American-made	S&S	V-twin	motorcycle	engine	mounted	across	the	front	end—just	like	the	Morgan	
three-wheelers	built	until	1939.


That	car	is	now	being	replaced	by	
an	all-new	three-wheeler	that	is	
arguably	the	single	most	
important	new	Morgan	in	history.	
Unlike	the	3	Wheeler,	the	all-new	
Morgan	Super	3	has	been	
designed	from	its	three	wheels	up	
to	meet	global	crash	and	
emissions	standards.	And	the	U.S.	
is	one	of	the	car's	key	target	
markets.


Old	School	Meets	New	School

Park	your	preconceptions:	The	
Super	3	is	not	a	Polaris	Slingshot	
with	a	posh	accent	and	debonair	
duds.	Far	from	it.	The	Super	3	
aims	to	capture	the	fun	and	free-
wheeling	spirit	of	the	original	
Morgan	Three	Wheelers,	light	and	
sporty	cars	that	frequently	punched	above	their	weight	in	motorsport	events	in	the	1920s	and	'30s.	It	looks	old	
school.	But	the	clever	and	innovative	engineering	underneath	is	state-of-the-art.


The	Morgan	Super	3	is	powered	by	a	naturally	aspirated	version	of	Ford's	light	and	compact	1.5-liter,	three-
cylinder	"Dragon"	engine,	used	in	turbocharged	form	in	the	Ford	Bronco	Sport,	as	well	as	the	European-spec	Ford	
Focus	and	Fiesta	hatchbacks.	The	decision	to	switch	to	a	car	engine	was	driven	by	the	fact	that	the	previous	car's	
S&S	V-twin	would	struggle	to	meet	future	emission	standards,	and	other	similar	motorcycle	engines	all	had	
integrated	sequential-shift	transmissions.	Still,	there's	history	here:	The	F-Series	Morgan	Three-Wheeler	built	
between	1933	and	1952	was	powered	by	Ford	side-valve	engines.


In	the	Super	3	the	Ford	Dragon	engine,	which	drives	the	single	rear	wheel	through	a	Mazda	MX-5	sourced	five-
speed	manual	transmission	connected	to	a	bevel	box	and	carbon-fiber	reinforced	drive	belt,	makes	118	
horsepower	at	6,500	rpm	and	110	lb-ft	of	torque	at	4,500	rpm.	That	doesn't	sound	like	much.	But	as	the	Super	3	
is	expected	to	weigh	not	much	more	than	1,400	pounds,	Morgan	says	that's	enough	grunt	to	shoot	it	to	60	mph	in	
less	than	7.0	seconds	on	to	a	top	speed	of	130	mph.	And	with	no	roof,	no	doors,	optional	aero	screens,	and	the	
road	rushing	past	just	under	your	elbows,	that's	going	to	feel	very	fast.


https://www.motortrend.com/news/morgan-new-3-wheeler-teaser/
https://www.motortrend.com/reviews/2022-morgan-plus-four-first-drive-review/
https://www.motortrend.com/reviews/2022-morgan-plus-four-first-drive-review/
https://www.motortrend.com/reviews/2013-morgan-3-wheeler-first-drive/
https://www.motortrend.com/reviews/2021-polaris-slingshot-r-first-drive-review/
https://www.motortrend.com/reviews/2021-ford-bronco-sport-outer-banks-first-test-review/
https://www.motortrend.com/reviews/2021-mazda-mx5-miata-rf-first-test-review/
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Monocoque	Makes	Its	Morgan	Debut

The	core	of	the	Super	3	chassis	is	a	super-formed	aluminum	monocoque,	making	it	the	first	monocoque	Morgan	
in	history.	Bolted	to	the	front	of	it	is	a	large	cast	aluminum	structure	that	cradles	the	engine	and	provides	all	the	
pickup	points	for	the	multi-link	front	suspension.	The	floorplan	is	a	non-structural	aluminum	piece	that's	been	
designed	to	accommodate	future	powertrain	upgrades,	including	full	electric	drive.	The	single	rear	wheel	is	
located	by	a	twin	beam	swingarm	with	coil-over	shocks	on	either	side,	and	the	beetle-backed	bodywork	
enveloping	it	is	more	super-formed	aluminum.


Though	modern	in	its	detailing	and	execution,	the	Super	3's	layout	is	pure	vintage	Morgan.	Ensuring	the	engine	
and	cooling	system	sat	no	further	forward	than	the	front	axle	centerline	while	providing	enough	legroom	for	
occupants	drove	the	entire	design.


The	vertical	cast	aluminum	element	at	the	center	of	the	mesh	grille	is	not	for	decoration:	It	connects	to	the	top	
mount	of	the	Dragon	engine.	"There's	nothing	on	this	car	that	doesn't	need	to	be	there,"	says	Morgan	design	chief	
Jonathan	Wells.	The	cast	aluminum	piece	at	the	rear	of	the	bodywork,	for	example,	not	only	ties	the	body	
structure	together,	but	also	provides	the	hinge	for	the	rear	wheel	cover,	the	lower	mounting	point	for	the	optional	
CNC-machined	luggage	rack,	a	license	plate	mount,	and	the	location	for	the	fog	and	reversing	lights.


The	desire	to	keep	the	Super	3	as	compact	as	possible—though	it	measures	72.4	inches	across	the	front	wheels,	
it's	only	141.0-inches	long	overall,	just	4.0-inches	longer	than	the	3	Wheeler—meant	locating	the	cooling	radiators	
on	either	side	of	the	engine.	That,	in	turn,	required	placing	large,	rectangular	"barge	boards"	along	the	side	of	the	
car	to	manage	the	air	flow	through	them.


At	first	glance	they	are	perhaps	the	most	controversial	elements	of	the	design,	but	Morgan	has	embraced	their	
presence.	A	patented	clip	system—Morgan's	first	ever	patent—allows	specially	designed	hard	cases,	waterproofed	
soft	bags,	or	racks	to	be	attached	to	the	side	of	the	car.	The	clips	and	the	hardware	that	attaches	to	them	can	carry	
as	much	as	44	pounds.
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Clever	Design	Abounds

The	Super	3	has	no	roof.	But	the	interior	has	been	designed	to	cope	with	the	elements.	The	seats	can	be	trimmed	
in	water-resistant	leather,	or	a	new	vegan	technical	fabric	that	is	100	percent	waterproof	and	can	be	cleaned	with	
bleach.	The	digital	instruments,	located	in	cast	aluminum	pods	at	the	center	of	the	dash,	and	all	the	switchgear	
are	not	just	waterproof,	but	will	withstand	a	quick	blast	from	a	jetwash.


The	seats	are	fixed,	both	to	reduce	weight	and	complexity,	but	also	to	ensure	the	mass	of	the	occupants	remains	
in	the	same	place	in	the	chassis,	critical	in	a	three-wheeler.	The	steering	column	is	reach	and	rake	adjustable,	and	
the	floor-hinged	pedals	can	be	moved	fore-and-aft	to	accommodate	drivers	of	different	sizes,	however.	The	
steering	wheel	is	by	Moto-Lita,	the	boutique	British	manufacturer	that	supplied	everyone	from	Aston	Martin	and	
Austin	Healey	to	Carroll	Shelby	and	Saab	in	the	1960s	and	'70s	and	is	still	doing	business	today.


The	closer	you	look	at	the	
Super	3,	the	cleverer	it	is.	
The	two	round	headlights	
and	horseshoe	cowl	are	
vintage	Morgan	design	cues;	
the	cowl's	radius	is	the	
same	as	on	Morgan's	four-
wheeled	models.	But	the	air	
intakes	at	its	trailing	edge	
are	functional,	feeding	air	
into	the	engine	intake.	The	
small	structures	protruding	
from	each	headlight—
nicknamed	"snail's	eyes"	by	
Wells'	team—enable	the	
lights	to	meet	global	
standards	for	height	and	
side	visibility	while	retaining	
their	vintage-era	location	
low	and	close	to	the	front	
axle	centerline.


The	front	wheels	are	flush-face	20-inch	alloys	shod	with	130/90	Avon	Speedmaster	tires	specially	developed	for	
the	Super	3	by	the	British	specialist	tiremaker.	Though	vintage	in	appearance	right	down	to	the	tread	pattern,	
they	are	radials	with	a	modern	rubber	compound	and	are	speed	rated	to	130	mph.	The	single	rear	wheel	is	a	15-
inch	steel	car	rim,	shod	with	a	195/65	winter	tire	to	deliver	slightly	more	initial	compliance	on	turn	in,	and	less	
overall	grip	to	reduce	understeer.


How	Much	Is	The	Custom	Built	Super	3?

As	you'd	expect	of	a	Morgan,	the	hand-built	Super	3	will	be	highly	customizable,	with	more	than	200	available	
options.	To	make	life	easier	for	buyers,	the	company	will	offer	three	"character"	themes	at	launch:	Contemporary,	
which	combines	brighter	exterior	colors	with	the	dark	finish	on	the	wheels	and	other	cast	aluminum	parts,	plus	
the	textile	interior;	Classic,	which	has	silver	wheels	and	aluminum	bits	and	leather	trim	in	the	cockpit;	and	
Touring,	which	comes	with	the	aero	screens,	rear	luggage	rack.	and	side	panniers.


Super	3	production	is	scheduled	to	start	at	Morgan's	factory	on	Pickersleigh	Road	in	Malvern,	England,	in	April,	
and	will	ramp	up	to	a	maximum	of	15	cars	per	week	within	four	to	six	weeks.	The	first	cars	will	arrive	in	the	U.S.	in	
the	third	quarter	of	this	year,	priced	at	about	$70,000	to	start.
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Morgan	Plus	8	Gearshift	Knob

By	Steve	Blake


Ever	since	I	bought	my	1991	Morgan	Plus	8,	the	gearshift	knob	would	twist	and	turn	on	the	gearshift	lever	like	a	
weather	vane	on	a	barn.	I	would	tighten	it	but	to	no	avail	as	the	second	shift	would	send	the	knob	on	its	merry	
way.	Finally,	one	day	when	I	was	shifting	into	reverse	(0ver	hard	left	and	up)	the	
knob	came	off	in	my	hand.	I	looked	inside	the	knob	and	could	see	the	threads	were	
stripped	in	the	piece	of	tin	that	was	lining	the	plastic	gearshift	knob.	I	tried	a	
couple	ideas	including	wooden	plugs	to	get	it	to	remain	in	place	but	none	of	my	
ideas	worked	for	any	length	of	time.	


I	decided	I	should	get	a	new	walnut	gear	knob	to	match	the	dash.	Do	you	know	
how	much	gearshift	knobs	cost?	Try	US$150	to	$180.		I	found	some	generic	ones	
but	once	I	asked	them	what	the	thread	diameter	was,	I	was	told	not	to	buy	their’s	
because	it	would	not	fit	my	Rover	transmission	gearshift	lever.	I	needed	a	British	
thread.	I	looked	online	and	found	a	knob	at	Brands	Hatch	Morgans	in	the	UK	for	8	
GBP	plus	another	9	GBP	for	two	different	size	thread	inserts.	Shipping	was	another	
10	GBP	but	the	total	was	far	less	than	a	new	Morgan	knob.	


The	knob	arrived	but	neither	thread	insert	fit	
my	gear	shift	lever.	Phil,	at	Brands	Hatch,	
kindly	sent	me	another	insert	with	the	correct	
5/16	inch	threaded	hole.	Unfortunately,	it	was	British	Standard	fine	instead	
of	British	coarse.	No	problem.	Gerry	Parkinson,	a	fellow	Old	English	Car	Club	
member,	lived	close	by	and	said	he	had	a	5/16	inch	coarse	tap.


We	spent	a	pleasant	
hour	or	two,	first,	
making	a	new	thread	
plug.	The	steel	was	
too	hard	and	the	tap	
refused	to	cut	more	
than	two	or	three	
threads	into	the	hole	
in	the	new	plug.	I	

suggested	we	take	mine	and	cross-thread	the	coarse	
thread	over	the	fine	threads.	If	it	didn’t	work,	the	old	plug	
was	useless	anyway.	Gerry	carefully	lined	up	the	plug	in	his	
lathe	and	cut	the	coarse	threads.	I	tried	the	knob	and	it	fit	
perfectly.	We	used	JB	Weld	glue	to	hold	the	plug	in	place	in	
the	knob.	Armed	with	a	thin	brass	nut	of	the	same	thread	
to	screw	under	the	gear	shift	knob,	I	took	the	knob	home	
to	let	the	glue	set.	


The	next	morning	I	put	the	brass	nut	on	the	gear	shift	lever,	
screwed	on	the	knob	and	tightened	the	two	against	each	
other.	I	now	have	a	gear	shift	knob	that	looks	right	for	the	
car	and	is	tight	in	place	with	no	more	twisting	and	turning.	
Thanks	to	Phil	at	Brands	Hatch	for	supplying	the	additional	
plug	and	to	Gerry	for	his	engineering	prowess!

Old	knob

New	knob
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info@morgancarsmidatlantic.com

www.morgancarsmidatlantic.com

501 Industrial Drive
Lewisberry, PA 17339

Contact Dennis or Lori Frick
717.932.6600

!"#$%!&$'%(#&)"# #"!*'+" &##",-).

Over 35 Years of Experience with European Classic Cars, 
   

And 10 Years of Experience with Morgan

MORGAN CARS MID-ATLANTIC

(Thanks	to	Roger	Mulloy)



The	Morgan	Link 29 August	2022

Morgan	Art	by	Valentin	Tanase


You	were	introduced	to	Valentin	Tanase	in	January	2020,	when	we	featured	Valentin	as	a	famous	person	with	
Morgans.	I	have	received	a	collection	of	Valentin’s	artwork	from	Jacques	Gallien,	Vice-Chairman	of	the	Morgan	
Owners	Group	Belgium	and	a	friend	of	Valentin.	We	will	highlight	some	of	his	work	in	each	of	our	editions	of	the	
Morgan	Link.	Thank	you	to	both	Jacques	and	Valentin	for	allowing	us	to	re-print	these	works.
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Morgan	Treasures	from	the	Jacques	Gallien	Collection


Jacques	Gallien	is	the	Vice-Chairman	of	the	Morgan	Owners	Group	Belgium	and	editor	of	their	Revue.	He	has	
graciously	shared	a	number	of	his	Morgan	photographs	and	artwork	for	our	use.



The	Morgan	Link 31 August	2022

Le	Mans	1962	60th	Anniversary	Exposition

By	Machiel	Kalf


I	noticed	some	information	in	your	fabulous	magazine	about	60	years	after	Le	Mans	1962.	Maybe,	if	you	agree,	it's	
an	idea	to	tell	your	readers,	that	from	June	28	until	July	11,	my	wife,	Ingrid,	and	I	organized	an	Exposition	at	our	
place	called	"60	years	after	Le	Mans	1962”.	It	was	open	to	friends	and	car	club	members	and	was	a	great	success.	
It	was	amazing	how	many	people	showed	up	with	a	genuine	interest	in	Morgans	and	the	Morgan	success	at	Le	
Mans	in	1962.	The	following	is	a	photo	essay	of	the	event.


This	is	Machiel	Kalf	beside	a	part	of	the	
exposition.	What	you	see	is	the	original	162	
LM-24	hours	poster	and	a	poster	with	“important”	
information	about	what	happened	in	1962.


This	photo	shows	you	a	lot	of	original	newspapers	
and	magazines	with	race	reports.	The	poster	
issued	by	the	MMC	after	LM62.	Not	a	very	
creative	one……….	I	have	never	seen	a	Morgan	
race	with	two	people	in	the	car………..		A	Moss	
gear	box	as	used	in	TOK	258,	an	original	technical	
drawing	of	this	type	of	gear	box.


This	is	the	back	side	of	the	medal	for	all	the	drivers	who	finished	
this	race.	The	wooden	frame	around	is	made	by	myself	to	keep	
the	medal	safe	and	sound.
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Here	you	see	the	set	of	
42DCOE	Webers	with	
original	Lawrence	Tune	
manifolds.	In	the	manifolds	
are	stamped	XRX1.	It’s	no	
longer	a	secret	that	this	
registration	number	
originally	belongs	to	the	car	
that	drove	at	Le	Mans	with	
registration	number	TOK	
258.	


Now	you	understand	how	
historical	important	those	
carburettors	are!


At	Le	Mans	TOK	drove	with	
KLG	F	100	spark	plugs.	Here	
you	see	a	KLG	display	with	
this	type	of	spark	plugs.


Beside	the	box	with	the	
42DCOE’s	Webers	you	see	
the	original	LUCAS	ignition	
parts	as	used	in	that	time,	a	
show	case	with	TOK	models	
and	on	the	right-side	a	
photo	of	Chris	Lawrence	
driving	a	Formula	1	car	
(Cooper	Ferrari)	year:	1964.	
He	raced	in	4	F1	races.


Baby	record	book	for	Chris	Lawrence,	Chris	as	a	young	
boy,	his	Marine	passport	and	a	photo	of	Jenny,	the	
mother	of	his	children.
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Le	Mans	has	a	local	news	paper	called	Le	Main.	During	the	Le	Mans	24-hour	weekend	they	have	5	editions!!				

Some	artefacts:	for	example,	the	LT-sign	that	was	fixed	on	one	of	the	doors	of	the	company	“Lawrence	Tune”.	
Beside	the	sign	you	see	the	3	badge	models	issued	by	Lawrence	Tune.	If	you	have	a	good	look,	you	see	the	original	
googles	Chris	Lawrence	used	for	years.	A	part	of	the	exposition	with	the	original	program,	folders,	Press	card	etc.
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Famous	People	with	Morgans

By	Steve	Blake


Prudence	(Fawcett)	Trevalyan	–	Morgan	Le	Mans	Racer

January	6,	1913	–	May	11,	1986


	

One	of	the	most	remarkable	events	in	Morgan’s	history	at	Le	Mans	
was	the	entry	of	a	1938	Morgan	driven	by	Prudence	Fawcett.	
Prudence	was	invited	to	attend	a	previous	race	in	1937	and	decided	if	
the	men	could	do	it,	so	could	she.	She	was	offered	a	seat	in	the	1938	
race	from	a	dealer	in	High	Holborn.	Prudence	raced	at	Le	Mans	and	
did	well	to	finish	13th	out	of	45,	being	awarded	the	Rudge	Whitworth	
Trophy	and	a	medal	for	finishing	the	race.	Her	story	is	quite	
interesting	and	the	facts	were	related	by	her	son,	Charles	Trevelyan	to	
a	gathering	of	the	Bugatti	Owners	Club.


Prudence	was	born	to	Alfred	Fawcett	(solicitor)	and	Rachel	Blake	on	
January	6,	1913.	Her	birth	was	registered	in	Ecclesall	Bierlow,	
Yorkshire.	When	she	was	baptized,	the	Vicar	was	hard	of	hearing	and	mixed	up	her	name.	She	was	supposed	to	
have	been	named	Patience	but	the	Vicar	heard	Prudence	and	thus	the	error	was	registered.

	

While	quite	wealthy,	the	Fawcetts	were	not	keen	automobile	people.	Rachel	could	not	drive	a	manual	
transmission	and	preferred	to	have	an	automatic	by	either	Buick	or	Packard.	Once,	Rachel	drove	into	Sheffield	in	
her	new	Packard	where	she	had	an	accident.	She	t-boned	a	Sunshine	Laundry	van	and	was	wedged	in	tight.	She	
was	so	upset	that	she	burst	into	tears	and	hailed	a	cab	home.	Rachel	was	summoned	for	leaving	the	scene	of	the	
accident.	She	went	before	the	magistrate,	Miles	Stevenson,	who	happened	to	be	her	godson.	He	fined	her	5	
pounds	for	leaving	the	scene	of	an	accident.	Rachel	pounded	her	alligator	skin	bag	on	the	desk	and	said,	“Damn	
you,	Miles,	damn	you,	
I	am	cutting	you	out	of	
my	will.”	He	charged	
her	an	additional	10	
pounds	for	contempt	
of	court.	He	was	cut	
out	of	her	will	and	
they	never	spoke	to	
each	other	again.


	Prudence’s	interest	in	
cars	came	from	her	
Uncle	Percy	who	
owned	several	
Bugattis.	She	would	go	
with	him	to	meetings	
of	the	Bugatti	Owners’	
Club	and	to	Bugatti	
Rallies.	Prudence	
would	meet	many	
motoring	personalities	
who	would	visit	with	
Uncle	Percy.	
 Uncle	Percy	Fawcett’s	Bugattis
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Prudence	was	sent	to	a	finishing	school	in	Switzerland	and	later	
traveled	to	Genoa	where	she	met	the	Count	Giacomo	Rossi.	Rossi	
set	records	on	the	water	in	hydroplanes.	He	took	a	fancy	to	
Prudence	and	they	became	engaged.	Mother	Rachel	would	have	
nothing	to	do	with	that	because	Rossi	was	Catholic	and	the	
Fawcetts	were	Protesetants.	Prudence	was	commanded	to	return	
home.	In	her	time	with	Rossi,	co-owner	of	the	Martini-Rossi	
company,	included	going	to	motor	racing	events.	It	is	claimed	by	
her	son,	Charles,	that	Prudence	raced	a	couple	times	in	a	Alpha	
Romeo	1750	Zagato	and	an	8C	Alpha.	She	took	quite	a	shine	to	
the	Alphas	and	Uncle	Percy’s	Bugattis	took	a	backseat.


On	her	return	home,	she	imported	8	Alphas,	5	of	the	1750s	and	3	of	the	8Cs.	She	made	a	lot	of	money	until	HM	
Customs	and	Excise	came	knocking	on	her	door.	She	was	asked	to	pay	the	duty	on	these	cars	for	which	Prudence	
claimed	to	have	no	knowledge.	She	was	about	to	be	summoned	to	court	but	fortunately,	Rachel’s	uncle	was	the	
Lord	Chief	Justice	of	Appeal	and	said	he	would	get	her	off	on	condition	she	did	not	import	any	more.	Prudence	
was	having	a	hard	time	selling	the	last	Alpha	and	enlisted	help	from	Lance	Prideaux-Brune	of	Winter	Garden	
Garages	to	sell	the	car.


In	1937,	Prudence	was	offered	a	seat	on	the	Duke	of	Kent’s	airplane	to	go	to	the	24	Hours	of	Le	Mans	race.	She	
was	quite	taken	by	the	event	and	said	she	liked	the	noise,	the	smell,	and	the	ambience.	She	said	if	they	can	race	
the	cars,	so	can	I.	She	did	not	have	a	racing	licence	at	that	time	but	Lance	Prideaux-Brune	came	to	the	rescue.	He	
was	the	agent	for	Aston	Martins	but	they	weren’t	selling	particularly	well	so	he	switched	to	selling	Morgans.	
Lance	said	that	he	would	prepare	the	Morgan	for	Le	Mans	if	she	would	go	get	her	competition	licence.	The	car	
was	shipped	to	France	on	the	SS	Forde,	a	converted	mine-sweeper	as	there	were	no	roll	on-roll	off	ships	at	that	
time.


Prudence	applied	to	the	Automobile	Club	of	the	West	in	France,	paying	2500	francs	entry	and	was	given	a	
competition	licence.	She	was	accompanied	by	Geoffrey	White,	a	salesman	from	Winter	Garden,	who	would	be	
her	number	two	co-driver.	Dick	Anthony,	the	service	manager	at	Winter	Garden,	would	go	along	to	look	after	the	
car.	The	team	of	three	was	supported	by	Lance	Prideaux-Brune.	Prudence	knew	Lord	Wakefield	who	took	a	shine	
to	her	and	supported	the	team	with	petrol,	oil,	and	lubricants.


Giacomo	Rossi	in	his	boat
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At	the	age	of	24,	Prudence	started	and	
drove	in	the	24	Hour	of	Le	Mans.	During	
the	race,	Prudence	was	behind	a	2900	
8C	Alpha	Romeo	that	threw	a	bit	of	tire	
tread	which	hit	her	in	the	head	causing	
a	cut	above	her	goggles.	That	did	not	
stop	her.	The	Alpha	did	not	finish	the	
race.	In	the	latter	part	of	the	race,	the	
Morgan	had	to	slow	down	due	to	a	
burnt	exhaust	valve.	Also,	a	radiator	
bracket	came	loose	causing	her	to	start	
losing	coolant.	She	did	finish	the	race	in	
13th	position,	averaging	65-70	mph.	She	
was	delighted	and	won	the	Rudge	
Whitworth	Trophy.	She	sent	a	telegram	
to	her	mother,	Rachel,	saying	finished	
13th	out	of	45	competitors.	Success!	
Rachel	was	livid	and	emailed	back	to	
come	home	and	I	am	glad	it	is	over.	

																																										

																																																																The	2900	8C	Alpha	Romeo	that	threw	the	tire	that	hit	Prudence	in	the	head
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When	she	arrived	home,	she	told	mother	Rachel	that	she	
would	love	to	keep	the	Morgan.	She	was	told	that	there	
was	no	way	and	that	she	brought	shame	onto	the	family	
by	going	motor	racing	and	she	was	to	return	the	car	
immediately.	She	was	told	to	settle	down	for	once	and	
lead	a	proper	life.	She	took	it	back	to	Winter	Garden	and	
Lance	said	it	was	okay	and	she	could	have	a	ex-works	
Aston	Martin	Ulster	that	raced	in	the	1934	Le	Mans.	“It	is	
for	sale	for	395	pounds	but	you	can	have	it	for	350.”	Lance	
told	Prudence	to	borrow	the	car	for	10	days	and	your	
mother	will	surely	like	it	and	then	you	can	have	it	for	350.

	

Mother	went	apoplectic	and	told	Prudence	she	could	not	
have	the	Aston	Martin	and	to	take	it	back.	Quite	upset,	
she	drove	the	car	back	to	Winter	Garden	and	returned	it.	
The	car	was	purchased,	unbeknownst	to	Prudence	by	the	
best	friend	of	her	soon	to	be	husband,	Leslie	Trevalyan.	
The	car	was	loaned	to	Leslie	to	drive	to	his	wedding,	not	
realizing	Prudence’s	history	with	the	car.	It	was	a	real	kick	
in	her	backside	seeing	her	groom	arriving	in	this	car	that	
she	so	dearly	wanted	to	own.	The	car	stayed	with	the	best	
friend	until	he	passed	away	in	2005	after	which	it	was	
bequeathed	to	Prudence’s	son,	Charles,	sadly	after	
Prudence	had	already	passed	away.

	

Prudence	was	never	to	race	again	but	she	did	lead	an	
interesting	life	which	included	motor	cars,	aeroplanes,	
and	motorhomes.	


Ex-works	Aston	Martin	Ulster	offered	to	Prudence

Finisher	Medal	engraved	Miss	PM	Fawcet Last	photo	taken	of	Prudence	in	her	Morgan

(Photos	from	the	Charles	Trevalyan	Collection)
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From	the	Morgan	Oasis	Garage

By	Cuthbert	J.	Twillie,	Proprietor


Box	1010	-	North	51,	Terrace

Hoodsport,	WA	98548


(360)	877-5160


Fog	Lamp	Bracket

By	Cuthbert	J.	Twillie
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Cuthbert:


I	wonder	if	this	spare	tire	
option	could	be	adapted	for	a	
four-seater	Morgan?


The	spare	tire	drops	down	
lifting	the	car	so	it	can	be	
rolled	sideways	into	a	tight	
parking	spot.
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Restoring	Fenders	and	Running	Boards	-	Part	3

By	Steve	Blake


My	1937	Chevrolet	pickup	truck	needed	to	have	its	fenders	and	running	boards	restored.	While	they	looked	good	
to	the	untrained	eye,	you	could	see	bubbling	of	the	paint	in	a	couple	areas.	That	only	can	mean	one	thing,	rust!	
Last	month	you	saw	the	panels	after	they	were	blasted	to	remove	the	paint.	That	let	us	see	underneath	to	what	
was	really	happening.	We	found	rust	in	several	areas	and	a	couple	places	where	old	repairs	were	made	to	fix	
damage.	


This	month,	you	will	see	the	work	Andrew	Smith	is	doing	to	replace	the	corroded	and	damaged	metal.	You	can	see	
him	working	the	English	wheel	to	form	metal	to	fit	the	shape	of	the	fenders.	One	old	repair	on	a	fender	did	not	
replace	the	beading	along	the	edge.	The	arc	of	the	wheel-side	opening	was	not	uniform.	Andrew	replace	the	
beading,	welded	in	new	metal,	and	reshaped	the	curve	so	it	was	a	perfect	curve	as	it	came	from	the	factory.
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(Andrew	Smith	photos)
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Morgans	in	the	Movies

By	Steve	Blake


Pee-Wee’s	Big	Holiday

Starring	Paul	Reubens,	Joe	Manganiello


Pee-Wee’s	Big	Holiday	is	a	2016	comedy-adventure	movie	directed	by	John	Lee	and	written	by	Paul	Reubens	and	
Paul	Rust.	It	was	released	on	Netflix.


The	plot	according	to	Wikipedia:

Pee-wee	Herman	is	a	resident	of	the	small	town	of	Fairville	and	works	as	a	cook	at	Dan's	Diner,	where	he	is	well	
liked	by	the	locals	and	revered	for	his	diner	cooking.	He	meets	and	befriends	actor	Joe	Manganiello,	who	
convinces	Pee-wee	to	leave	Fairville	for	the	first	time	in	his	life	to	travel	to	New	York	City	to	attend	Joe's	birthday	
party.

Shortly	after	leaving	Fairville,	Pee-wee	encounters	three	women	being	chased	and,	assuming	they	are	innocent	
women	in	peril,	offers	them	an	escape	in	his	Fiat	600.	It	turns	out	that	the	three	women,	Pepper,	Freckles,	and	
Bella	(who	coincidentally	goes	by	the	nickname	"Pee-Wee"),	are	outlaws	who	have	just	robbed	a	bank.	The	
women	steal	his	Fiat.	Pee-wee	then	gets	a	car	ride	from	a	travelling	salesman	named	Gordon,	who	visits	a	creepy	
snake	farm	with	Pee-Wee	in	tow,	and	gives	him	a	disguise	kit….


And	the	story	goes	on!	I	won’t	spoil	it	for	you.	The	star	of	the	movie	for	us	is	a	2011	Morgan	3-wheeler.


(Photos	courtesy	of	Internet	Movie	Cars	Database)


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joe_Manganiello
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_City
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fiat_600
https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/travelling_salesman
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Snake_farm
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Malvern	Memories

Photos	of	the	Morgan	Factory	taken	by	MMC	drone
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Baby	Boomers	-	Wild	to	the	End!	(Thanks	to	Jacques	Gallien)
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A	Great	Catch!

By	Roger	Mulloy


Watch	this	video	clip	right	to	the	very	end!


Thanks	to	Alistair	Crooks	who	let	me	know	the	photo	won’t	connect	to	the	video.	Click	on	the	link	in	stead.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d240e2aZeo0	

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d240e2aZeo0
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Morgan	Fantasy	Photos

Photos	that	capture	the	art	of	the	Morgan.	Many	of	the	ones	we	show	are	from	the	Morgan	Motor	Company’s	

collection	of	Timeline	Photos.	Other’s	are	open-sourced	on	the	Internet	or	from	member’s	collection.
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Properly	Balancing	Wire	Wheels
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“Looking	Back”


Morgan	at	Laguna	Seca	in	1997


Editor’s	Note:	First,	some	background	as	printed	on	the	Facebook	page	of	the	Morgan	Sportscar	Club	Deutschland.


This	car,	affectionately	known	as	BIG	BLUE,	was	the	first	Aero	8	chassis	built,	as	it	is	know	today.	Commissioned	by	
managing	director	Charles	Morgan	under	the	guidance	of	race	director	Chris	Lawrence,	the	GTR	was	part	of	the	
largest	development	program	undertaken	by	Morgan	Motor	Company.	Built	from	the	ground	up	in	1996,	at	the	
Morgan	factory,	it	was	the	test	bed	for	a	totally	new	futuristic	Morgan.	The	chassis	was	designed	and	built	using	
bonded	and	riveted	aircraft-style	aluminum	construction.	Charles	Morgan	and	dealer	Bill	Wykeham	raced	the	car	
with	a	modified	Rover	4.6	litre	V8	in	seven	rounds	of	the	1996	international	BPR	race	series	and	the	FIA	GT	series	
in	1997.	The	car	proved	that	the	factory	was	capable	of	making	and	running	a	successful	racecar,	but	with	the	
higher	performance	requirement	of	this	series,	a	special	race	motor	was	needed.	In	1997,	an	all-aluminum	6.2	litre	
small	block	V8	with	electronic	fuel	injection	rated	at	just	over	600	horsepower	was	bought	from	Donovan	
Motorsports	of	California,	and	installed.	A	Hewland	six-speed	gearbox	was	fitted,	along	with	an	Australian-built	
B.T.R.	rear	axle	and	differential	assembly.	In	1997,	the	car	was	brought	to	the	U.S.	by	Morgan	Motor	Company	
raced	at	Laguna	Seca,	Sebring,	and	then	retired	in	1998.	Purchased	in	March	2003	by	Morgan	dealer	Norb	Bries	of	
Northshore	Sportscars,	Lake	Bluff,	Illinois,	BIG	BLUE	has	competed	in	vintage	race	events	since.


(John	Jackson	photo	of	Flickr)

Another	note	of	interest,	our	Andrew	Smith,	was	lead	apprentice	in	the	tin	shop	at	Morgan,	in	1994-95	when	Big	
Blue	was	being	built.	His	contribution	included	fitting	the	wings,	building	the	battery	box,	making	adjustments	to	
the	bulkhead	so	parts	would	fit	properly	and	assorted	other	tasks	on	this	car.
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The	Morgan	Plus	8	GTR	at	Laguna	Seca	-	1997

Or


I	Got	Dem	Ol’	Big	Blue	Blues	Again	Mama!

By	Dennis	Glavis


I	am	not	quite	sure	when	I	learned	of	the	Morgan	Factory’s	plan	to	come	to	the	U.S.	to	try	to	qualify	for	Le	Mans	-	
either	a	fax	from	Charles	Morgan,	or	a	call	from	Win	Sharples,	or,	maybe	it	was	that	Chinese	fortune	cookie	
message	after	too	many	Dragon’s	Breath	Pale	Ales.	Anyhow,	upon	learning	of	the	Factory’s	plan,	I	launched	into	
my	best	Roger	Rabbit	imitation	and	offered	my	services	on	behalf	of	“da	Club”	(Yankee	and	Rebel	partisan	
branches	both.)	For	the	next	3	weeks	communications	between	the	Factory	and	myself	consisted	of:	“We’re	
coming!”	“We’re	not	coming.”	‘I	think	we’re	coming.”	“I’’m	pretty	sure	we’re	not	coming!”	Communications	
between	myself	and	Win	Sharples,	US	Assistant	Team	Coordinator,	consisted	of,	“You’re	in	charge!”	“I’m	in	
charge!”	“You’re	in	charge.”	“I’m	in	charge.”	“Organize	a	dinner	for	Sunday	night!”	Dinner	organized.	“No	dinners!	
Organize	a	barbeque	for	Friday	Night	(only).”	Done.	“How’s	the	Saturday	night	barbeque	(only)	coming	along?”


Trackside,	7	am	Friday:	Gloom!	No	
paddock	passes	available	for	me,	
so	I	bulls..t	my	way	into	the	pits	to	
deliver	provisions	for	the	Team,	
barbeque	grills	bungee-corded	to	
the	max	in	the	posterior	of	the	
Dodge	Ram.	“Hi	guys!	-	lots	of	old	
friendships	renewed,	new	
friendships	begun.	Watched	the	
Pus	8	“motorvate”	over	the	hill	-	
not	the	fastest,	but	definitely	the	
coolest.	Meanwhile,	Skimpey	
stood	guard	over	the	course,	
proudly	bearing	the	Morgan	logo	
amidst	a	sea	of	modern	(post-
Korean	conflict)	vehicles.


Came	the	dawn,	Saturday,	trackside:	More	provisions	-	serious	barbequeing	rapidly	approaching.	The	Plus	8	GTR,	
friend	William	Wyckham	at	the	helm,	took	brief	spurts	in	the	practice	session,	even	overtaking	a	Porsche	-	“Out	of	
my	way!,	Out	of	my	way!”	Then	back	to	the	pits	-	one	set	of	tires,	why	wear	them	out!	The	Team’s	strategy	was	a	
sly	one;	though	not	nearly	as	fast	as	the	Mercedes	GT1s,	the	Porsche	GT1s,	the	Panoz,	(the	standby	ambulances,	
the	trackside	Burrito	truck,	AKA,	the	Roach	Coach),	perhaps	they	would	all	succumb	to	attrition,	shunting,	or	
mechanically	retiring,	and	allow	the	Morgan	its	proper	moment	of	glory.	I	perused	the	pits.	This	was	truly	a	
LeMans-like	experience.	As	the	day	progressed,	the	Morgan	tent,	swollen	like	a	Queen	Bee’s	thorax,	would	fill	
with	Club	members,	in-state,	out	-of-state,	all	received	by	the	Team	with	unbridaled	enthusiasm.	


Time	to	fire	The	coals!	Marinated	pork	roasts,	sundried	tomato	and	artichoke	heart	smoked	chicken	and	turkey	
sausages,	a	California	repast	for	the	Troops	from	Across	the	Pond;	Prez	Schmidt	acted	as	Coal	Master,	David	
Haines	as	Der	Meister	Flipper,	yours	truly	as	Comandante	of	the	Grill.	Major	engine	problems,	namely,	pushrods	
now	resembling	overcooked	linguini,	kept	the	Team	in	a	state	of	continuous	engine	dis-	and	re-assemblement.	
John	Wilburn	provided	a	“daring-do”	parts	reconnaissance	and	rescue.	Kether,	newly	married,	appeared	with	
husband,	Dan,	in	tow,	to	help	set	tables,	feed	the	folks,	and	drain	those	strange	California	Microbrewery	beer	
bottles	(the	Team’s	beverage	of	choice	was	Budweiser!)	Lots	of	laughs,	lots	of	camaraderie!	“Welcome	to	the	
Colonies!”	Team	members,	Win	Sharples,	Christopher	and	the	charming	Mrs.	Lawrence,	son	Steve,	Marc	and	Keith	
Baldwin,	Bill	Wyckham,	et	al,	seemed	quite	pleased	by	the	Club’s	bountiful	reception	and	support.	


(Photo	courtesy	of	Classic	Motorsports)
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Exit	Left;	Came	the	Night!	Locked	out	of	friend	Bill	Seaward’s	house	in	P.G.,	I	slept,	sort	of,	in	the	truck,	head	
firmly	secured	under	the	steering	wheel.


Came	the	Dawn,	Sunday:		Time	for	serious	racing!	Bulls..t	my	way	into	the	paddocks	(again),	deliver	fresh	
provisions	and	repossess	the	two	now-cooled	grills.	Strolling	the	pits	at	6:45	am,	little	English	was	to	be	heard.	
German,	Italian,	and	French	conversations,	and	better	yet,	similar	nationality	lorries	were	to	be	seen.	Friends	
Patrick	Manlon,	Stewart	Smith,	and	his	lady	love,	Sue,	appeared,	Morgan	folk	from	everywhere	reappeared	as	
the	Morgan	tent	swelled	with	excitement	to	hear	the	newly	repaired	engine’s	attempt	at	first	fire.	Gagga,	gagga	
whoompah,	whoompah!!	Feeding	time	at	the	zoo,	as	the	good	ol’	boys	would	say.	Looking	about,	I	was	suddenly	
aware	that	this	was	the	only	open	tent	to	the	public,	a	Morgan	Factory	facsimile	of	“All	Morgan	Folks	are	
Welcome”	in	our	paddock	area	and	tent.	Meanwhile,	on	the	track	our	kissin’	cousins,	the	Marcos	and	the	Lister	
Storm,	battled	for	qualifying		positions,	looking	“tres	formidable.”	They	had	to,	for	in	yesterday’s	practice,	the	
Morgan	had	lowered	its	lap	times	from	1’38”	to	1’33.1”.	Victory	was	Nigh!!


Let	the	race	begin!!	Lap	1,	only	129	to	go:	Bringing	up	il	posteriore,	the	8,	whoops,	what	happened?	As	went	the	
differential,	so	went	the	race.	Park	it	in	Turn	6	-	C’est	la	vie!	Watching	my	first	3	hour	endurance	race,	without	the	
Morgan	to	cheer	for,	soon	compared	to	watching	laundry	dry,	or	watching	paint	dry,	or	better	yet,	watching	gravy	
thicken.	The	Porsches	and	Mercedes	kept	at	it,	with	a	brief	intrusion	from	the	Lotus	GT1	Until	victory	was	theirs.	
At	day’s	end,	the	Morgan	GTR	tent	was	a	busy	one	as	crates	were	packed,	six	packs	and	champagne	bottles	
drained,	and	an	all	too	brief	moment	in	Morgan	history	was	relived	in	conversations	and	memories.	The	
friendliest	little	tent	at	Laguna	Seca	was	slowly	dismantled	as	the	Team	adopted	what	was	once	the	annual	
utterance	of	the	Brooklyn	Dodgers,	“Wait	till	next	year!	We’ll	moider	da	bums!”


Good	show	mates!	We	can	hardly	wait	till	next	year.


(Photo	courtesy	of	the	Morgan	Sportscar	Club	Deutschland)
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More	Morgans	racing	at	Laguna	Seca	courtesy	of	Dennis	Gray	at	racemaniafi@gmail.com	

mailto:racemaniafi@gmail.com
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Upcoming	PACMOG	Events


Watch	your	emails	for	news	of	the	next	drives


(Susan	Blake’s	photo	from	the	navigator’s	seat	on	the	Sunshine	Coast	Run)
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North Vancouver to Whistler


Saturday, September 24th, 2022


 

This is your official invitation for the 10th annual Sea to Sky All 
British Rally, come and showcase your beautiful British cars!

 

We are very excited to announce that we will host the whole event of the Sea to Sky 
all British Rally this year. We are thrilled to have secured a beautiful new location in 
Whistler with ample parking and a big deck to enjoy a lunch at 6922 Lorimar Rd. 
Whistler.

You will be able to leave your car for a few hours and either bring your own lunch, or, 
(We are currently working on securing a catering company to prepare us lunch. If you 
have any connection or suggestions, please let us know). There is of course the 
opportunity to stroll to the village.

 


Be sure to register early and fill in the quick entry form at 
www.seatoskyallbritishrally.com


We look forward to welcoming all types, makes, and 
years, of British cars.


This fall rally is one of the last events of the 2022 British 
car season.


We look forward to seeing you September 24th, 2022!

http://www.seatoskyallbritishrally.com/


The	Morgan	Link 56 August	2022

1958	Morgan	Plus	4,	4-seater	Sold	Last	Month

By	Steve	Blake


The	description	from	Bring-a-Trailer:


This	1958	Morgan	Plus	4	is	finished	in	two-tone	tan	and	white	over	
tan	upholstery	and	is	powered	by	a	1,991cc	inline-four	paired	with	
a	four-speed	manual	transmission.	Equipment	includes	steel	wheels	
with	covers,	chrome	bumpers,	a	luggage	rack,	and	a	brown	
convertible	top.	The	seller’s	father	purchased	the	car	in	1984,	and	it	
was	acquired	by	the	seller	in	2016.	Work	conducted	under	current	
ownership	is	said	to	have	included	replacement	of	the	radiator,	
carburetors,	electrical	system,	and	tires	in	addition	to	
powdercoating	the	wheels	and	refurbishing	the	interior.	This	Plus	4	
is	now	offered	with	side	curtains,	a	tonneau	cover,	a	picnic	basket,	
and	an	Indiana	title	in	the	seller’s	name.	The	fenders	are	said	to	
have	been	replaced	in	the	1980s.	The	car	comes	with	a	brown	
tonneau	cover	and	brown	side	curtains,	and	the	seller	notes	that	
the	convertible	top	needs	to	be	replaced.

Sold	for	US$26,000	on	July	5,	2022
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Barn	Finds,	Auctions,	Interesting	Cars	For	Sale,	and	Other	News

This	section	will	report	sales,	auction	results,	barn	finds,	interesting	cars	offered	for	sale,	and	any	pertinent	
information	regarding	purchase	and	sales	of	Morgans.	If	you	know	of	any	sales	or	recent	barn	finds,	please	email	
morganlink@telus.net	so	they	can	be	included.

Recent	Sales	and	Auctions

Editor’s	Note:

I	am	always	on	the	lookout	for	stories.	It	doesn’t	have	to	be	a	full	article.	Point	form	works	and	I	can	write	it	for	you.	
Photos	are	greatly	appreciated.	Just	had	a	ride	in	your	Morgan?	Snap	a	photo	and	drop	me	a	line	telling	me	where	
you	went.	Did	a	repair	or	maintenance	on	your	Morgan?	Tell	me	what	you	did.	If	you	are	about	to	do	a	project,	even	
a	very	small	one,	snap	a	photo	and	share	with	us.	See	a	Morgan	when	you	are	out	and	about,	snap	a	photo	and	send	
it	to	me.	Thanks	to	all	of	you	who	have	been	keeping	me	supplied	with	material!

This	1965	Morgan	Plus	4	sold	on	BaT	for	US$45,162	on	
August	4,	2022.

 Gerry	Seligman’s	2005	Morgan	Roadster	sold	on	BaT	
for	US$59,000	on	August	8,	2022.

This	1933	Morgan	MX4	Super	Sport	was	bid	to	
US$25,000	on	BaT	on	August	11,	2022	but	did	not	sell

This	1958	Morgan	Plus	4	sold	for	US$17,200	on	
August	11,	2022
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Member’s	Morgan	For	Sale


1978	Morgan	Plus	8			

European	spec.		38294	kilometres	(approximately	
23,800	miles)		All	original,	all	stock.		Original	paint	(sun	
beige	with	nut	brown	wings).		Factory	undercoating.	
No	accidents	or	fender	benders.	I	am	the	original	(and	
only)	owner.		Picked	up	at	Morgan	factory	June	1978	
after	3	years	on	waiting	list.		It’s	been	44		years	of	fun.


Asking	$62,500.	USD

Garry	250-741-6748				gwag@shaw.ca	


Do	you	have	one	of	these?


If	you	have	a	Morgan	hiding	under	a	pile	
of	boxes,	dust,	old	lawn	chairs,	etc.,	you	

might	want	to	consider	selling	it!


Place	an	ad	by	the	15th	of	the	month	to	
get	in	that	month’s	Morgan	Link.


Reach	an	audience	who	are	100%	
interested	in	Morgans.


Don’t	let	it	deteriorate	to	the	point	that	it	
is	worthless.	If	you	have	not	driven	it	in	

the	last	few	years,	pass	it	on!

mailto:gwag@shaw.ca
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PACMOG	Regalia

Contact	Brian	Nixon	for	any	regalia	requests		nixon.b@outlook.com	

Steve	Sillett

Delta	Location:


Unit	2,	6455	64th	Street

Delta,	BC		V4K	4E2


Vancouver	Island	Location:

9709	Youbou	Road

Youbou,	BC		V0R	3E1


604-530-1433							www.panelcraft.ca


mailto:nixon.b@outlook.com
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